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7 LIFE 2 CHARACTER 
WHO WAS . 13 0 4 
EXECUTED FOR HIGH TREASON, = 4 
AT EDINBURGH, THE 15th OCTOBER, 1794. | I 
FROM PERSONAL ACQUAINTANCE, A 
AND THE . -- 4 
MOST UN ie CHANNELS QF. 2 
| : INFORMATION. Ig 3 _—_ 
| corramme, | 
G OTHER "INTERESTING PARTIC ULARS, L 
An Account of the Remarkable Wickedneſs of bis | ] 
| Youth, hs after Eretenhong to g el : r Sin- I 
gular and H. rn ö Shis bein | 
and Apprehentled, Is rr Moe his Con- 
3 and on tho Dey of his Execution ; __ = 
TOGETHER _ 2 4 | FO - * 2 
His Letters and their Anſwers, written after his 1 : . L 
Condemnation. ' 9 
TO WHICH 18 PREFIXED, 8 
A Striking Likeneſs of RoBEkxT WATT, with an exact 4 
Repreſentation of the Pike and ur Inftruments found 23s 
in his. poſſeſſion. | Po "2 
EDINBURGH: 3 
7 PRINTED BY AND FOR A. SHIRREFS, AND SOLD AT His I 
*t SHOP, ABOVE THE ROYAL EXCHANGE. Y 
1795. : 
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delineation of character is an uſeful ſpe: 
cies of writing There we learn what hu- 
man nature is: There the various windings of the 
human' heart are unfolded :, 'There the beauties 
of virtue ſhine forth in all their celeſtial ſplen- 
dour ; and there the deformities of vice appeat 
in full view. By conſequence, man i: is taught 
what to imitate, and what to ſhun, in. an almoſt 
endleſs variety of ſituations and circum 
human life. The character now to be review 
is of a very ſingular kind. Much we ſhall 
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n rom motives- of prudence and iN Ro- 
bert Watt concealed his deſcent from his moſt in- 
timate acquaintance. Neither ſurpriſe nor inſi- 
nuation could extort the ſecret from him. It is 
however believed that he was the natural ſon of 
a reſpectable gentleman in Scotland. Though a- 
bandoned by paternal care, the exertions of 
benevolence ſaved his infant life. The feel- 


ings of. the father, however, ſoon began to 


move towards his ſon. An opportunity early 


offered to expreſs his paternal affection. Being 


in London, he met with the captain of a veſſel to 
whom he communicated the ſecret, and entreated 
him to undertake the charge of the boy. To 
this We captain conſented, and actually employed 
Q friend who * his board for ten Your: | 


The care 404 eta 4 bau children 
being often devolved upon ſtrangers, they are ex- 


poſed to great hazards, and ſeldom is their genius 


Lo blame, EY we are N to ſay, too little to hy 
| m—_ 


guided. in a proper direction. Unacquainted 
with the gentle influence of filial affe&ion, they 


frequently acquire a ferocity of diſpoſition. The 
meliorating force of domeſtic tenderneſs is unfelt by 
them. Their parents being in a great meaſure 

| deſtitute 


4 3 


a 


ROBERT WATT. ey 3 : 


; deſtitute of natural affection e de. are 
ape t0 inabibe the ne pin ad tamper. e 


The vofoctunate fabje of this narrative, nk 
arrived at maturity, was ardently deſirous. to diſ- 


cover his mother. He exerted himſelf to tha 
utmoſt in vain. In the moſt earneſt, manner, be 
often entreated the gentleman, who paid his 
board, to inform him. 1 his, however, he could 


not, becauſe he himſelf was ignorant of the ſecret : 


Mother. 


7 


n it was this very mother, wholy external 
appearance and dreſs indicated that ſhe occupied 
a a ſuperior ſtation in life, who one day entered 


the caſtle a little before his death, and, with fran- 
tic concern painted in her countenance, hovered 
about the garriſon, entreating to ſee the criminals, 
in order to converſe. with them about their eter- 
nal coneerns, And if that perſon was indeed the 
mother, what muſt have been her feelings on this 
occaſion, and more particularly on the fatal day 
in which her ſon ſuffered by the laws of his'coun- 
try! But let us leave the mother in the dark 
ſhade, abandoned to the mercy of her own feel · 
N ings, and return to the unfortunate fen 


Farly Wees inveterate depraving — | 
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cog: Even when an infant, he gave foreboding 


proofs of a vicious temper: Fhe buddings of reaſon 


only tended to unfold the latent perverſeneſs of his 
heart. Nor was he a ſtranger to calamity i in this 


infant period. He was cauled. early to drink of 


| the bitter waters which flow from deſoended guilt. 


Among the other diſeaſes incident to infancy, he 
was ſeized with the ſmall pox. Wich that loath- 
ſome diſeaſe, he was ſo grievouſly afflicted, that 


his recovery was de:med! improbable, and his 


grave clothes were. aftually made. But what ap- 
pears impoſſible to man, is poſſible to God. Di- 
vine Wiſdom ſaw meet not to cut off this depraved 
branch of human nature, at ſo early a period. 
Often the death of infants is immoderately la- 
mented by parents, whilſt they are unmindful that 
vicious conduct fometimes conſtrains the mind to 
wiſh, that an early fate had prevented thoſe vices 


from arriving at maturity. There can be little 


reaſon to doubt that ſuch is now the caſe im 
Watt's connedtions. | 


Wade from death, * 8 to health, as 
he emerged from infancy, the ſtubbornneſs of his 
diſpoſition increaſed in ſtrength. Suddenly he a- 
bandoned all fear of man, and refuſed to be re- | 


ſtrained in the execution of his miſchievous deſigns, 


e cunning and roguery tinctured all his 
youthful 


ROBERT" WATT. -J 
youthful ſport - Deſpiſing the authority of his 


guardians, he wartend all the fairs and markets, 
which are generally the ſcenes of folly and diffi- 


pation. One excurſion of this nature had well 


nigh proved fatal to him. His guardians being 


expoſed to great trouble, by his improper” conduct 
at theſe public markets, were determined to de- 


tain him from one in the neighbourhood. Per- 
verſe and diſſipated, he was equally determined to 
go. Having however to croſs a ſmall river, expreſs 
orders were given to the boatmen not to allow 


him to enter the ferry- boat. The country people 
crowded to the boat, but he was too well known 


to avoid notice among them. His inventive 
cunning, however, deviſed a method to effectuate 
his purpoſe. The road to the boat was exceed- 


ingly narrow, and on either ſide were two high 5 


rocks. Watt climbed up the back of one of theſe 
rocks in order” to come down upon the face 


of it, and ſo leap into the boat unperceived. Deſ⸗ 
perate are the attempts of an impetuous temper. 


In his way down both his feet ſlipped, and he 


moved flowly along the rock, lying. on his back. 
The alarm was given that he would be drowned,> 
the deep and rapid river waſhing the foot of the 
rock. But, to the utter ſurpriſe of all preſent, he 
ſtopped juſt as his feet touched the water, though 
there the rock was equally ſmooth and ſeep. 


In 


| LIFE OF 
In this dangerous poſition it was deemed impro- 
per to attempt to ſave him by removing the boat 
to the foot of the rock, leſt he ſhould drop into 
the river when moved in the leaſt ; therefore they 
let down a rope from the top of it, by which 
he was drawn up, and ſo reſcued from ſudden 
death. ne neg oF; 
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Both this miraculous deliverance and alſo his re- 
covery from the ſmall-pox, often deeply impreſs. 
ed the mind of Watt, and through the deceit of his 
heart, made him hope for deliverance from death, 

even in the very laſt hour, Still he faintly expect- 
ed that the ſame miraculous Power exerted in his 
behalf, when his feet were dipped in the water, 
would ſave him from death, though his feet were 
ſtanding on the ſcaffold. This expeQtation he 
himſelf actually expreſſed, . ten days before his 
death. Powerful indeed is the love of life in the 
human breaſt ! Vigorous alſo is the influence of 
deceit upon frail man! Nor can human language 
expreſs the infatuating methods, uſed by the Great 
Enemy of man, to divert the human mind from 
flying ſpeedily, and inſtantly to the Only Refuge ſet 
before ſinners in the Goſpel. Vain, however, were 
all Watt's hopes of deliverance from death. Now 
the cup of iniquity was full, and juſt 3 a- 
bout to deſcend, 
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ROBERT WATT. 
The ſingular deliverance from drowning made : 

no important impreſſion upon the mind of the 

wicked youth. His depravity kept pace with his 


years, and the ſullen depth of his character, more 


and more unfolded. He early manifeſted an in- 

veterate averſion to public worſhip. When 
urged to go to church, he. would fly and hide him- 
ſelf; on no occaſion could his proud, vicious, un- 


for his bad conduct, he would throng and even 
attempt, to take away his own life, and often con- 
cealed himſelf ſor ſeveral nights, that it might be i- 
magined he had murdered himſelf. Such were 


puniſhing him for future crimes, and by which 
he obtained full liberty to gratify his depraved 
paſſions, which he did to a mournful length indeed, 
He became the corrupter of the morals of the 
young, the active ringleader in the paths of folly, 
and the peſt of the place in which he reſided. 


Unlamented is the removal of the vicious. A- 
bout the age of ten years, to the great joy of that 
place, he was removed to Perth. By the prudence 
of his father, he was there placed under a reſpect- 

able gentleman. Then a very fingular and ſud- 
den change took place, both in his feelings and 
eonduct. The vicious boy, removed from the ſcene 


of 


toward temper be reſtrained. When puniſhed - 


the means he uſed to deter his guardians from 
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of his -youthſul wiekedneſs, and placed under 4 


proper guardian, began to experience, that he 
was no longer his own maſter. This circumſtance 
produced reflection upon his dreadful crĩmes, the 
very firſt night, (as himſelf narrated a few days 
before his death). When lying on his bed, he began” 
to reflect upon his paſt life, the reflection ſo 
ſtrongly agitated his ſoul, that he wept bitterly. 
Inconſideration ruins the vicious. Driven in the 
tempeſt of paſſion, they ſeldom reflect upon the 
diſhonour of their conduct. Almoſt invincible is 


the force of reflection on the reaſonable powers. 


In this in ſtance, it made even the heart of obdu- 
rate Watt to feel, and his eyes to ſtream with 
tears. Nor would reflection permit him any longer 


to remain negligent of che reaſonable duty of 


prayer. He commenced that work, to which he 


was an entire ſtranger. Ardently he ſupplicated for- 


giving Heaven to pardon his paſt crimes. When 


ſent, to ſchool, he was no more the perverſe and 


untoward boy, but the ſober and diligent ſcholar. 


In ſchool he read the Sacred Writings with parti- 
_ cular concern, and was often much affected with 


the force of Divine Truth. The happy effects were 


ſuddenly viſible in his external conduct. Nay the 


reading of the hiſtory of Chriſt's life, meditation, 
and prayer ſoon became ſo pleaſant to him, that he 
ſet apart two hours every aſternoon for theſe de- 
5 | votional 
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Bönab exerciſes.” To debt 


he would often fit in the dark. One evening, 
when employed in his uſual exerciſes, he inſtan- 


taneouſly' imagined that he heard his own mind 
addrefling him thus: Norwithſtunuinꝝ all this at: 


 Tention'ts Lg thou art but ar bypoerite. ET 2 


* 


Inſtantiy ates; ths woes prone uon FR . 
| hypocrite- in the New Teſtament, came in' all 


their force upon his young mind. But ſo littte 
was he then acquainted with religion in ſpecula- 
tion, that He did not rightly know'what an hypocrite 
meant. The moſt he could recollect concerning 


hypocriſy, was that it was ſome very bad thing. | 


wt 4 4 


That circumſtance however produced an enquiry | 
into the meaning of that word, the appellation of 


which he ſo juſtly merited in aſter life. But the 
effects of this ſudden flaſh of conviction were of 
ſhort duration. The terror and anxiety produ- 


ced gradually ſubſided, and he regained his for- 


mer ſerenity. Nor did he ceaſe to ſpend the 


evenings in devotion, and mourning over the follies 
of his youth. Oſten alſo he would employ the 
pen to advance his knowledge, and to aid his de- 
votions. One evening, when writing, he ſuddenly 


felt ſuch ſtrong conceptions of the holineſs of God, 


com pared with his own guilt, as produced the 


moſt violent emotions in his mind, nay to ſuch a 
B | degree 
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degree that he inſtantly threw down the pen, and 


praiſes himſelf on the ground; crying iy mercy: 


td this externally ious manner, he: pelt be 5 


of his days in that family; But. the arrangements 


of Providence, rendering his oval to another 


one neceſſary, he felt himſelf very unhappy in 
being introduced into one which called not on 


the name of the Father of all. This grieyouſly 


afflicted the then pious youth. He remonſtrated 
with the heads of the family reſpecting this criminal 
conduct, and was ſucceſsful i in his attempt to eſta- 


bliſn the worſhip. of God in that family. Upon 


the reading of this, the ſacred admonition comes. 
in all its force upon the mind, Let him that 
© thinketh he ſtandeth take heed leſt he fall. 


How noble and bold was the conduct of this re- 


3 ligious youth at that period ! How ardently did 
his ſoul burn for the intereſts of religion, and the 


good of ſociety ! | But ah, true wiſdom forbids to 
draw haſty concluſions, reſpeQing the religion of 
the young ! Ye young, be jealous over your own 
hearts, and guard your youthful ſteps. 


Under the impreſſions of religion and acting in 
the manner above narrated, young Watt was ad- 


mitted to the table of the Lord, about the age of 
. teen. Many young ſet out well, in the ways 


of 


upon the Chriſtian name. Young We att continu- 
ed regularly to retire from the world, and to dedi- 


cate two hours every afternoon to religious exer- 


ciſes, and his external conduct correſponded.” Bur 
in the midſt of this employment, it was one. day 
ſuggeſted to his mind, * this is hard work indeed; 


© and ſuppoſin g one to come at laſt to heaven, he 


© muſt always be employed in ſuch exerciſes, 
* which will be exceedingly laborious ; it would 
therefore be better to give it over altogether. 1 
Strongly impreſſed with this idea, one day while 
walking on the North Inch of Perth, by the river 
ſide, it came ſuddenly into his mind, why en- 
dure all this anguiſh of mind, and concern a. 
bout religion, leap at once into the river, and 
* terminate your life.“ So violent was this temp- 


tation upon his imperious temper, that with 


great difficulty it was reſiſted. He vanquiſhed | 


it however, and happily efcaped the crime of 
ſelf-murder. © Continuing externally ſober, and 
regular in his. attendance upon the public inſtitu- 


tions of religion, Watt ſhone bright among the 


religious circle in Perth. He alſo] prepared for 
acting his part in the buſy ſcene of life. Being 
early introduced into the academy of that place, 
he made conſiderable progreſs in ſeveral of the 
branches there taught, and was prepared for the 

1 mercantile 


ROBERT WATT. £.. 
of polls who afterwards bring great diſgrace | 


x7 
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mercantile line, for which it is ad mas. 


deſtined by his father. He himſelf, however, was 
ſtrongly inclined to the ſacred office. It was allo 
intended chat he ſhould ſeek his fortupe in afarcign 
clime: but this he overruled, it being! n 
From his inclinations, "= 


Therefore abun the age y_ pon by re- 
moved to Edinburgh be aring the chargcter of a 
ſober, religious young man. By his own ;exer- 
tion he there obtained a place, and ſerved à gen- 


n 


Perth, he was admitted intoa religious family, where 
he continued about ſeven years. Aſſuming the ap- 


pearance of religion, and behaving himſelf ſpher. 


ly „che Was introduced 10 the acquaintance of ma- 
ny reſpectable characters. It is proper alſo; to 


narrate, that the gentleman in whoſe houſe he then 


reſided, ſtill avers, that during all that period, he 


never ober ve any Age of his pondpR pag] 


8 2 


tion. There, ee the reigning hows of his 
character appeared : for he | was ſo reſerved and | 
ſilent in his temper, that his landlord, though a 


diſcerning man, alſo declares he never could un- 
derſtand his real character. Cunning, intrigue, 
and roguery dere in che dark and ſecret ſhade, but 

temptation 


— 


REA Arr. 13 
demptstion can draw hem forth to public view. 
The natural and acquired abilities of Watt quali- 
ed him for ſpeculating concerning, religion, and 
his external deportment entitled him to the chari. 
table opinion of thoſe who knew, him; conſequent: 

ly bis character ſhone bright in the religious world 
for many years. Nay more, in conſequence of 
the deceit. of the human mind, he might even then 
have been ſincere in his profeſhon, . The latent | 
depravity of his heart, was unknown to himſelf. = - 
Who can queſtion the ſincerity of Hazael's ex- 
clamation to the prophet Eliſha, when, upon being 
informed of his future crimes, he faid, „% W hat! 
« is thy ſervant à dog, that he ſhould do this 

e thing * VUnacquainted with the depravity 'of 
his own heart, Hazael fuppoſed it i for 
him to arrive at ſuch a; height of vice as to: rip 
up women with child, and to deluge Judah with 
blood; theſe things however he actually did, when, 
by deceitful ſteps, his ambition and cruelty arriv- 


| 2 
ed at maturity. 80 it is reaſonable. to ſuppoſe, j 
that Watt was at that time ſincere in his proſeſ- 1 
ſian, and ready to ſpurn at the idea of being 8 
thought capable of ſuch cruelty and wickedneſs, | 
as afterwards ſtained his character. O the depth C 
of ſelf-deceit, and the 2 of the hu- f 
n art 50 | 

|: 1 


1 
| | 14 LINK oT 
N | It was during this fair period of his life that he 
4 | turned his view to a ſuperior ſtation; and, with 
wn that deſign, made ſome progreſs in the Latin. 1 
I 1 tongue. But his avaricious heart could find ſmalt : | 
ul gratification from that quarter : Therefore his 5 
tj natural avarice overcame his love of literafure, and ; 
| 0 5 his temporary emotions towards general utility. J 
| I ] What human motive can withſtand the force of 3 
* | avarice? It entwines around the heart, and oper- 4 
W- ates in every action. Miraculous indeed is de- 
Wo liverance from its baneful influence, The lead- 
"if ing bent of Watt's mind, could not long be fatiſ 
| | fied with the ſmall pittance of a clerk, therefore 
'M he abandoned. his literary views, and haſtened 8 | 
i Into, buſineſs. That he might do this with more 2 
i | _ probable hopes of ſucceſs, he went to London, 
ö where his ſuppoſed father then was, and received, 
ji as ſome ſay, ſeveral hundred pounds, oa 1 in 
\ n his mercantile TR 
| Thoſe more . with Watt, 
date this period as the æra of his avarice vanquiſh- 


ing his religious principles; nor are they wrong 
in this conjecture: But this was not effected by 

avarice alone. No! the faſhionable amuſements 
of the metropolis added their baneful ſtrength. 
Favourably received and encouraged by his ſup- 
* father, in the full OE of future opu- 
lence, 


= GK 
by 2 8 222 < We Ob Ge 
£ a * . 1 * eee 0 * 
wh. It 5 5 12 » 8 * 
ee n N 


gas 
of 
55 
2 


* 
ny | 
wh 
- 
5 
EEE 
So, 


of the pious. - 


ROBERT WATT. iz 
lence, and removed from the eyes of his religious 
acquaintance, he frequented the play-houſes, the 
opera, and all the other public deſtroyers of hu- 
man virtue. Having no neceſſity in London to 
wear the ſanctimonious garb of reli gion he aſſum- 
ed the fine and faſhionable gallant, and drank deep 


of the intoxicating cup of finful pleaſure.” Many 
young men have imperceptibly been drawn away 


to theſe wanton pleaſures, who have there had 


their virtue ſapped to the foundation, their cone 


ſciences. benumbed, and every honourable re- 


ſtraint removed. The approach of ſinful pleaſure 
18 {weet, but its retreat very bitter. The leaſt 
deviation from purity of conduct is exceedingly 
dangerous to man. Such Watt found by mourn- 
ful experience. Nay more, it is: only when the 
mind is free from reſtraints that the true charac- 


ter appears. Watt's condu& in London tended: 
alſo to evince the natural duplicity of his heart. 
While he behaved in the manner above related, 
he appeared the man of religion, in the company 

Alas, it is not every one who can 
talk concerning the doctrines and the duties of 


religion, who deſerves the appellation of a good 
man, neither ought the pious to be too raſh, in 


forming their opinions of ſtrangers, = 


+ 


Returain 5 to Edinburgh, he i vpon 
* 


16 1111 or 
$ buſineſs, and, with all che eagerneſs' of avärice; 
Wl; haſtened to be rich. But ah, in Londom his ex- 


© © ternal piety was ſo fullied, that it was obvious 
upon his return home. To a particular acquain- 
tance” Watt himſelf acknowledged; and bitterly 
bewailed his fooliſh and ſinful conduct in London. 
Happy for him that his regret had been ſincere, 
and. ſpeedy repentance marked his conduct. Bur 
his London pleaſures had ſo hardened his heart, and 
vitiated his. conſcience, that he gradually loſt all 
reliſh for religion, though he ſtill retained the form 
of godlineſs. But the form cannot long ſhelter 
the baſe hypocrite. In the courſe of his mercun- 
tile tranſactions, ſeveral circumſtances marked 
his decline in religion. In them he ſhewed' that 
his love of gain roſe ſuperiour to his love of juſtice, 
That man's religion is vain, which does not teach 
him to deal juſtly and nobly, to deſpiſe defraud- 
| ing _ brother. | vc will me apa who IG 
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wines and ſpititwous af it is believed that hes 
uſed the baſe and unjuſt practice of defrauding ; 
Government, by ſmugglingto'a conſiderable extent. 
Seldom, however, has one become rich, dy de- 
frauding a lawful and mild Government. Nor : 
did Watt. Some of his acquaintance coming to 
the knowledge, or to the ſuſpicion, | of his ſmug⸗ 

gling, noſm — was thrown over his pretended 


religious 
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velglous character. Spectators are not ſo indif. 


ferent to conduct as the individual often imagines. 


When this charge, however, was produced againſt 
him dy one of his friends, he confidently denied 


it, and threatened the friend who ſo kindly reptov 
ed him. A violation of truth was among the 
firſt of evils, and hath been in future days the 


beginning of much tranſgreſſion. Diſſimulation 
made a rapid progreſs in his mind.  Under-the 


ungodly courſes unſuſpected by the multiti 


and the few who began to ſee through the veil of 


i were delicate in mentioning any thing 
to detedt him. But th hope of the hypoorite 
mad periſh. > The reign uf diſſimulation muſt be 


mind will fores - e a eee a 
aus ſuch was the an with Wert. 1 951d) 


SEX) 4* of 
* 


Le late * his "uti „ folly EG u he 
was niſuceeſsfal in - buſineſs, This racked his 
ambitious and avaricious mind, and gave exer- 


; | tion to all his intriguing powers. But repeated 


attempts of this kind only tended to :embarraſs 
Him the mote. In this Rare: of mind he caſt his 


| avatitiout eye upon the public purſe of the nation, 


and determines, if by any means poſſible, to obtain 
e this period the ſpirĩt of difs 
b C | afſection 


— 


18 (LIFE: "GB 2G 5 = 
affection raged in the country... All were tolled N 
in the ſea of politics. Some embraced and firens 
uoully defended one ſyſtem: of political principles, 
and others embraced and laboured to ſupport and. 
ther ſyſtem. Watt pretended to defend the pre- 
ſent happy Conſtitution of this Country. In every 
company, and on all occaſions, throwing out the 
moſt bitter ĩnvectives againſt all who favoured the 
principles of thoſe denominated The' Friends of the 
People. f 1 But 8 notwithſtanding his Pr eſent Pres- 
tenſions, the intriguing darkneſs of his character 
ſtill leaves it doubtful whether he was then can- 
did in his pretenſions df loyalty to Government, 
or not. The reverſe appears. to be the truth. Or 
rather, he was indifferent to the fate of either ſide, 
provided he could enrich himſelf by the ſpoils. Pre- 
tending, however, tobe a ſlrenuous ſupporter of the 
Conſtitution, he entered the liſt of thoſe gentlemen 
in Scotland, who engaged to ſupport Government 
at the expence of their lives and fortunes. He 
had the audacity alſo to write to the Secretary of 
State, offering to give particular information of 
the perſons and proceedings of the Friends of 
the People in Edinburgh. As we wiſh, not to 
retail information already; in the poſſeſſion of 
he public, we refer our readers to Watt's Trial, 
ſor the account how. matters paſt between him 
and ed 8 Miniſters, Does it not appear 
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Daring this ad of his pretended hong to 
the King, he flill retained the character of reli- 
gious, and ſurpaſſed many in the ſplendor of his 
profeſſion.” But it is action and not profeſſion, 
which conſtitutes the character of the good man. 
Nor is it candid to ridicule - ſobriety, becauſe 
notorious offenders have - pretended to religion. 
Nay, their pretenſions to it, clearly evince, that 
it is deemed a thing of true excellence. The 


droſs mingled with the gold does not prove that 
there is no real gold exiſting. But diſimulation 
quickly exhauſts its own ſtrength ; and men _ 


hiſs the ws art out of his 8 


About this time, a eitrcumiancs occurred for 
the detection of Watt's religious, as did af. 
terwards, for the detection of his. political® hy- 
pocriſy, A Chapel began to be built at the 
foot of Leith-wynd. ' A preacher in town was in - 
tended by thoſe concerned to be Minifter of ſaid 
Chapel. Watt having thowif many marks of 
affection for that preacher, and being deemed" a 
perſon who might be of conſiderable ſervice in 


the management of that chapel, and in the buſineſs 
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20 L FF E: O F. 
of its being received into the connection of the 


Eſtabliſhed Church, be, upon particular entreaty. 
was prevailed upon to take part in that buſi- 
neſs. During the building of this chapel, and. 
after it was received into the connection of the 
eſtabliſhed church, Watt continued to exert him- 
ſelf for its proſperity, At length the gentleman, 
for whom it was built, was ordained' therein. 
Watt continued to act as a manager, and as the 
intimate friend of the Miniſter, who conſulted 
him, and whoſe advice he generally followed, in 
matters relative to that chapel. - According to 
the cuſtom of the Church of Scotland, it ſoon be- 
came neceſſary to have ſome elders ordained in 
that infant congregation. It was thought pro- 
per to introduce none of the managers into that 
office at that time. Immediately upon this being- 
mentioned to Watt, his pride was offended, and 
his ambitious ſoul began to boil with rage againſt 
the Miniſter. He headed the other managers, 
and began to plot revenge. Unable to fix any. 
immoral practice upon the Miniſter, by which to 
deprive him of his ſacred office, 'and by con- 


ſequence of his only ſupport for a numerous, but 


young family, he invented and propagated ſcandal. 
ous falſehoods, charging the Clergyman with em- 
bezzling the money given to ereC ſaid chapel, 
with prevarication and ſcandal, becauſe he had 
conſulted 


ROBERT WATT. | 2 
confulted him; how he ſhould prudently a& in his 
miniſterial capacity, towards a perſon accuſedofi m. 
proper oonduct. By his cunning activity, and aid - 
ed · by the reſt of the managers, equally enraged 
as himſelf, becauſe the Miniſter was not diſpof- 
ed to make them etders, the character of that cler- 
gyman was ſo aſperſed, that he was almoſt a- 
ſhamed to appear among his religious friends, 
whoſe minds began to be alienated from him. 
Conſcious, however, of innocence, and of upright 
intentions, he either defended his character, or 
waited in filence until Providence ſhould' manifeſt 
his innocence ; at the fame time watching the 
operations of his adverſaries. - An opportunity 
was at length afforded. clearly to deteCt the treach- 
ery and baſenefs of Watt. After he had prevailed 
upon the proprietors of ſaid Chapel to difpone to 
him, and other three entirely under his influence, 
the Chapel in truſt- right, taking ſpecial care that 
no perſon could call them to an account how they 
difpoſed of the money of the Chapel, nor how 
they conducted any one part of the buſineſs ; then 
wiſhing ſo to deceive the miniſter, and uſe him as 
the inſtrument of his own ruin, ſuppoſing him to 
be ignorant of what he had been ſo induſtriouſly 


Ceirculating againſt him, one evening he deſired an 


interview with him. No correſpondence having 
enxiſted, for a conſiderable time, between them, the 
| miniſter 


a HSE OLONX 
miniſter found it neceſſary to act with a great deal 
of caution; he therefore requeſted three gentlemen 
to be preſent at that interview, to whom Watt had 
told ſeveral falſehoods of him, tending to ruin 
his reputation and uſefulneſs, —in every one of 
ꝛubich and in every particular circumſtance his baſe 
conduct and villainy were proved to his face. But 
though this afforded an opportunity to vindicate 
injured innocence, and to ſave a public character 
from infamy, yet it only tended to inflame the 
rage of Watt, who refuſed to be aſhamed of ſuch 
a detection of criminality, Inveſted with the pro- 
perty of the Chapel, and all the funds thereof in. 
his hands, he began to oppreſs the miniſter, by 
non-payment of his ſtipend, and by inſtigating. 
thoſe, to whom, in conſequence of this mode of 
procedure, he owed ſmall ſums, to arreſt, and com- 
mence law-fuits againſt him. 
In the meantime, Watt and his confederates la- 
boured to circulate inſinuations to the prejudice of 
the miniſter's character among his hearers, ſo that 
it was found prudent to call a meeting of the Congre- 
gation in order to lay the matter before them. At 
that meeting many bitter invectives were openly. 
thrown out againſt the miniſter by the other man- 
agers. Then Watt read a paper, containing a 
| number 
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number of queſtions, but no aſſertions, all of an 
inflammatory and ſcandalous nature, tending to 
injure the character of the miniſter, and to pre- 
judice the minds of his people againſt him. Con- 
ſeious of innocence, the ininiſter heard all in fi- 
lence, and without any other emotion than what 
was unavoidable for one in ſuch a diſagreeable 
ſituation. ' Then he roſe up and deſired the Preſes 
to requeſt Watt to ſign theſe queſtions along with 
the reſt, and abide by the conſequences.” But this 
he refuſed to do; then the Miniſter reminded the 
people, that unleſs Watt and the reſt ſhould ſign 
theſe obligations, or authenticate the ſame in their 
preſence, they were bound to hold them as words 
of eourſe, and added, that he had in his hand a Nar- | 
rative of the whole matter, which he was ready 
to deliver to the Preſes, to be read by the erg, 
in their hearing, which narrative he had ſigned, and 
would prove on the ſpot every alſertion theres 
in that might be called in queſtion. / "Several 
things Watt; accordingly, erideavoured'to'contra. 
dict, all of which were verifies to the full fatisfac- 
tion of the meeting, and he and his aſſociates were 
forced to conſent to denude and give up che chapel 
to the congregation; upon being paid their mo- 
ney, and the debts taken off their hands. Up- 
on the third day after, when they ain n met 0 
fulfil the ba on Watt and his co 
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having received encouragement FRY the chief 
creditor, and ſorry at their hearts 49, quit the 

reins of power, ſtrongly averred, that he had not 
made any ſuch agreement, though a minute was 
wrote bearing the ſame, and the tranſaction done 
in the elne ſeveral l hundreds, 


| Wut opinion can | the world. form of 3 
and his aſſociates, when they are aſſured, that, 
at this ſecond meeting, they all averred, that 
they were ready to Kaen, that no | Jugk: As 


ſaid | Chapel. At that ee however, by the ac- 
tive and benevolent exertion; of one of the Magiſ- 
trates of Edinburgh, who genewuſly ſlepped for- 


ward in the defence of that injured Miniſter, and 
his large family, Watt and the reſt were forced 
to keey to their agreement, and, after many ſlrug- 
gles and much trouble, they. were, with diſgrace, 
diſmiſſed the connection of che chapel... The ma- 
lice of Watt, however, did not here ſtop. * /Wrath 
is cruel;/ anger is outrageous, but who can ſtand 
© before envy ?? Cruelty never faith it is enough; 
nor can malice be ſatisfied even with revenge. itfelf; 
When he could do no more, he. inſtigated, dne of 
the Teſt of the managers to raiſe an unjuſt and ill- 
founded. proceſs againſt chat miniſter, 10 oppreſs 
him, which we are ſorry. to learn is ſtill pending, 
but which we hope, by the equitable laws of our 
country, 
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ROBERT WATT. $5. 
camtep, will nt it Ty yo hoped, hare the ſame 


that public „ Such was: che conduct of Watt 


towards that Clergyman ; ; while in the meay time, 
he was employed in plotting to ſcatter deftruQiqn, 


and to oyerturn our excellent Conſtitution. 3 


ſuch conduct, at the ſame time, the falſe- preten- 
fions of Watt to religen were fully aſcertained, 
and his malice and baſeneſs ſeen by all his reli. 
gious acquaintance. Since the ſecret motives af 


£ 1 


action are unſeen by the mortal eye, it is only from | 
leading features i in a character that its true nature 


can be eſtimated, 'Whep the mind exerts its full 
force, then the inward qualities appear. Proud, 

ambitious, impetuous, and malicious in A Singular 
degree, Watt appears to have been one who could 
brook no diſappointment, Diſappointed i in his 


wiſhes, he inſtantly betrays the cauſe of that miniſ- 
ger. From an intimate friend, be becomes a2 


- melicigus and violent perſecutor, Inſatuately begin- 


ning to rail againſt one whom he the day beſore 


extolled; unmindful that no new gauſe gs to be. 
. produced. Anger and malice, tor the time begloud- 
ing his reaſon, induced him, as in ar- aſter caſe, 
to ipvept plans which he never could execute, be. 
caule of their baſeneſs and abſurdity. Unſucceſsful, - 
neſs and diſgrace always mark thoſe plans which, 
are ei of as and tne Dehnen, of malice. 
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; Theſe diſpoſitions of mind, which Watt diſplayed 
in a narrow circle, ſoon grew lo firong os him, 
that he exerted them in a more extended.” but a 
more dangerous one. Mention has already been 
made of his correſpondence with the Secretary of 
State, in order to give information of the proceed- 
ings of The Friends of the People. As 2pp-ars from 


his trial, he faid that he knew a perſon who would 
give ſome very «important information to Govern- 
ment, but that he behoved to have a thouſand pounds 
at leaſt, This being a large ſum, it was exceeding 
proper to enquire minutely, before expending ſo 
much of the public treaſure. The inquiry turned 
out unſavourable to Watt's avarice, and the mo- 
ney remained in its proper place. Little argu- 
ment is neceſſary to ſhow, that Watt was the per- 
fon who was to enjoy the thouſand pound. If not, 
would not he have given up the name of that per- 
fon ? Nay, if his main object, as pretended, was to 
give information to government, it is moſt probable 


be would have given up that perſon, that either he 


might have been forced to diſcloſe the great ſecret, 
or ſuffer juſt puniſhment, But ah! it was the grati- 
fication of avarice and ambition, and not the goodof 
government, which Watt thirſted after. Sad, how- 
ever, was his diſappointment upon a refuſal. For 


months he had ranged the country, particularly the 


city of Perth, and ſame other parts in the North, 


KOBLET WATT. 7 
to kad ſome information that would merit ſuch a 
4 handſome reward. F inding none of importance, 
he attempts to impoſe upon his | Majeſty's, mini; 
ſter. Unſucceſsful in this, his avaricious, ambi- 
tous, and baughty. foul began to boil with anger, 
| neditate revenge. Now two objects are 
in future, tw {be purfued;; Still the gratificatian.of . | 
_ avarice, and allo revenge againſt Gopernment. At 

once, he infatuated. mind.of Watt nge see 
ſeizing the Banks and Public-offices the = 
_ thouſand pounds might be retr ariel he th 
dropped his correſpondence with Mr. De andy 
about the time of Margarot's Trial, entered iu 
the views ;of.. the, Friends of the People, with all the 
enthuſiaſm; of reality, and not of pretence, Ri 
and great he would be, independent of the pubis 
purſe; and malice he would wreck upon the na- 
tion, becauſe of refuſal. Both blood and treaſure 
ſhoutd pay. for. his diſappointment. There! is another 
eonſideration which ſeems to prove, that, Watt 
did not intend, to betray the friends of the, people, 
but only to enrich and :aggrandize himſelf, and be 
revenged on government. 'The circumſtance is this; 
that had he really intended to betray the friends 
of the people, then he never would haye brought 
forward his plan himſelf, but would have ſuggeſted 
the heads thereof to Downie, or ſome of the reſt, 
and e them to propoſe it, that ſo, when be 
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fi the White tipe, ne pre ama 
and eſcape hitniſelf But hoh can it & Eolicetved | 
tlikt he would hive bebn the inventöf àtid the 
propbſer f that horrible plaii; if he Had Whined to 
beträß chen: For Upon Evident 3d: hüte 
appedtell, tat he was the pritcipal criminal, fup- 
ppoſitig it to become the informer. In Hort, Hefe 
Lanndt be ſügeſtedl t6 the Human mind any prit- 

elple t sci, thiſt cat Accu for his &tbppiiig 
| s ectflſpündente with ee Sebretary, and his 
* the direfül plan Himſelf, bür tn tie, that 
I Embraced the views" of the friends of the pee 

8, im öder tb) enrich ant "avenge himſelf of ge- 

rute. The former rehfoning, atld this view | 
of Watt's character is ee N this bol. 
n, ute cdote of bim. 


Ge ky beug aſl | bf an intim mute Scquott R 
anect if Ke Was ferious in his joining that afſocizs = 
tion of Gentlemen who profeſſed to be realy to 
hazard their all in defence of government; tid if 
he was ready to give his life and fortüne in its de. 
fetice : His . that he would give neither 
the one nor the other,. u proof of his" inſincerity of 
heart. Aſter pauſing a little, he faid to that gentle. 
man, this is a /ad buſineſs, hear that the people are 
providing arms, in order to riſe againſt government. 
an chat gentleman * in ſtrong language, 

his 


his dBiSfrefiis'vf £ Neon: te Mhifeed he 
cone > 191 a 17 et, "oY or 
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d i abs he wh" neg" ind 
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one of the ſovietics of the Friends of the Peg: 


ple, by otte who pledged tis word of onourfor” 
kit as & true and ſteady friend to theitcaliſe. Stil, 


however, He retained Un ſüfpested by Ach) per on, 


and continued to ſpeitk In defence of government. 


Watt ſöon roſe to ſuch etrinence among His new 
alfoclates, that he was Entruſted with their wolf itt: 


pottait Vilines; and appears not to have been the 


taft is the Py of theſe who fought the ruin of 
their country. But thein terpoſitiom of Providende, 


which has been fo friquetitly and-elearly diſplayed 


for the ſalvation o# Beta; wis ednfficucus it 
the diſcoveries of Watt and his blood comp 
Hons. Preh ious to this, Hone ever fo much as Tuf: 
pected him as à friend of the people; but qute the 


 feverſe. It was entirety unknown, unlefs te them 
with whom he coflfederatedl- But all things bre 


kon to che Ruler ue the e dern 


Ole of tlie Haine of ia. a n 


eig in Muſſelburgh, whom we are ſbrry t6 


learn is now cofimenced Prescher in Ergland, 
W bankrupt, ſeveral of Bis erditsrs 


Were 


- 


Rr 
8 


L + SHES aon 
were uſing ge < Haga obtain payments 
With this view ſeveral applications, em 

to one of the Magiſtrates (whoſe exertions in 
behalf of. government ,juſtly. merit e eſteem | 


of his Ss) be thought it dul time to 10 C 
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due t0 himſelf. Immediately, F Keel gen- 
tleman took coach and went to Muſſclburgh. . En- 
quiring reſpecting Nielſon and, the ſtate, of his af. 
fairs, he received information t that a large weighty 
trupk. hach been ſent a few, days, agy, into town. 
from. his. ſhop by the. coach. He went to. his 
houſe and requeſted him to ſettle his account, ei- 
ther. by money, or by goods, which Was e ording- 
, done, The benevolence of 1 that \ Magiſtrate ;in- 
duced, him to communicarg\ the , information re- 
ſpecting che trunk of goods tothe next creditor, 
who applied ao, him for legal diligence; againſt 
Nielſon, Upon. inquiry, the: time when, the coach 
brought. in the trunk was aſcertained, The driv- 
that a e RTP it off Fa the N 
being brought, he conveyed them to Mr. Watt's 
cellar whither he had taken the trunk. An or- 
der to ſearch was obtained. In ſearching, ſome of 
the horrible pikes were found. Then another 
warrant to ſearch Watt's houſe, and to appre- 
hend him was iſſued. On farther ſearch, more 
| | of 
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8 dr theſe pikes were found. aud alſo ry fount 
of types, that Had been uſed in printing an in- 
A flammatory hand · bill to circulate among the Fen- 
cibles. Watt, who had been from home, coming 
in and finding the officers of Juſtice in the houſe 
and ſearching it; in a high and ſurly tone, in · 
quired" + Why; and by what authority they were 
5 ſearching his houſe, and breaking open his preſ- | 
ſes? One of them aſked what he intended to do 
with theſe inſtruments that were lying on the table. 
In a ſurly manner he anſwered © It was none of 
© their buſineſs, he would tell that when required 
© by proper authority,” and proceeded to threaten 
the meſſengers. One of them then ſaid, Sir, we 

Have not only authority to ſearch thy houſe, but #0 
nale thee our priſoner, which was inſtantly done, 
and he conveyed on the night of the 11th of May 

to the Sheriff clerk's Chamber, for examination. | 
Thus the providence of God, which was ſo mira - 
culouſly diſplayed in his deliverance, when about 
to be drowned in the river, was now ſingularly diſ. 
played i in his detection, and in the ſalvation of this 
country. Does not this call upon all to be grate- 


ful, and alfo to hope that Age God wy Sas 
protect o our nation? ? 


„ 1 


Upon examination, Watt would ſay little or no- 
thing. He was immediately, however, upon what 


1 171 or. 5 
vas evidem from the things beg in his houſe, 
| 4 at to 1 10 n W 0 0 


Thus be u was apprehended, uſt ww Rl me- 
ditating deſtruQion, and preparing to ſpill the 
blood of thouſands, in order to ſatiate his avari- - 
cious ſoul, with the plunder of the Banks and pub- 
lic-Offices. Nor, it may be ſuppoſeg, . would 
private coffers have eſcaped his hands, : 


When Watt, vpon his firſt examination, 
would give no diſcovery reſpecting the Pikes, 
immediately two of the meſſengers went 2 
gain to his houſe, and inquired at his ſervant 
What ſmiths came to call upon her maſter; when 
the informed them of Orrock and Brown, and 
of the names of ſome other perſans, who were 
inftantly apprehended : Theſe appeared in evi- 
dence againſt Watt. After his impriſonment, he 
continued two weeks in the common priſon, and 
then was removed to the Caſtle where he remain- 
ed until the day of his execution. During his 
confinement in the caſtle, by a particular grant of 
the Sheriff of the county, one, Captain R, was 
allowed to wait upon him, concerning the re- 
covery of ſome money that he borrowed a little 
before his impriſonment. When he requeſted the 
Ioan of that ſum, he gave in * of it _ bills 


. upon 
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upon one who was bankrupt before that period, and 


in the Abbey for ſafety from his creditors: Captain 
Roſs not knowing this, accepted of theſe bills; but; 


to his ſurpriſe and vexation, he oon found out 


the deceit of him whom he thought one of the beſt | 
of men. When this gentleman waited upon him to 


requeſt his money, and to inform him that if he 


did not ſettle with him inſtantly, he would ex! 
poſe his effects to fale, Watt raged, and chided 
him, ſaying, Why was he afraid for his money? 


he would ſoon be liberated, and find money to pay 


him all demands. Such was the deceit: of his cha- 
raQer, that he laboured to ĩmpoſe even then on the 


man who had been but too credulous before. Nay 


more, he prevailed upon him ſo far, that Mr. Roſs, 
went to the Sheriff to requeſt his being liberated Us 


pon bail. But that excellent gentleman knew too 


much of Watt's guilt, and was more true to his coun- 


try than to allow ſuch a perſon to depart from cuſ- 


tody. About this time Watt wrote to his ſuppoſed 5 


father for ſome money to ſupply his demands, but 


was refuſed it. Such is the infatuation of the buman 


mind, that, conſcious of guilt as he was, he notwith- 


ſtanding frequently averred, aſter his ſentence, that 


he had no thought of ever being found guilty, un- 


til it was ſo. He remained in the Caſtle un- 
till true bills were found againſt him by the Grand 
Jury, without daf perſon ſeeing him, unleſs by par- 
E | ky 
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ticular warrant from the Sheriff of the County. | 


Nor did many wait upon him, even when there 
was acceſs to him according to law, between his 


indictment and his ſentence, It is narrated, in his 


trial, that he received his ſentence with penitential 
soncern, and, when aſked by the clerk of arraigns, 


if he had any thing farther to ſay in his on de- 


fence, he only covered. his face with his hands, 


and wept bitterly. After his ſentence, it was ſome 


time before any other clergyman than Dr. Baird 


ſaw him, it being his turn to attend the criminals, ; 


at the deſire of the Magiſtrates of the city. After - 


wards ke wrote to another minder ee, 2 
viſit from him. 


This card, however, was wrote in ſuch aſtyle, that 
me Clergyman heſitated, for ſome days, to go and 
viſit him. In the mean. time he wrote to another, 
| who immediately went. To this miniſter he ex- 


preſſed his ſorrow for his erimes, but, at the ſame 


time, ſuch ſtrong hopes in the atonement of Chriſt, 
and of his intereſt therein, as much ſurpriſed him, 
and induced him to remind Watt of the great 


neceſſity of not being deceived in a matter of 


ſuch vaſt importance. 


After a few days' delay, the Miniſter to whom | 
he firſt wrote, unable any longer to reſiſt the re- 


queſt of a dying man, went to viſit him. He 
found Watt _—_— much humbled, and ve- 


N 
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Watt; reminding him, chat the firſt interview he 


had with him, was concerning the buſineſs ef chat 
Chapel already alluded te, and that then he view. 
ed his exertions both as benevolent and religious; 
that, whatever was his Opinion of that: matterithen 
he himſelf formed very favourable ideas of Ties": | 


"But to bis Sear Katy; heafterwards een. that, 
when he could not obtain the whole rule- and 90 


vernment of Taid Chapel, regarleſs both of the 


intereſts of religion in a riſing eee oY 


alfo of the character bf him whom he pi 
much to eſteem, he mallioiouſly ſought. to over. 
turn and tö ruin the whole: Comp: paring that 


with his late conduct, for which he was onde 


ned, he was forced to form a very. 


opinion of him z nay, that he was, ſuch a great 8 
ſinner, that he was, utterly at a loſs. what to ſay 


unto him, but only. that degeit, | and. the love. of 
money ſcemed to have been his ruling motives: 


Adding, what then ſhall I ſay, but what e 
Holy Ghoſt hath already f Fr ſaid that liars do not enter 


into the kingdom of heaven, Nay more. the Holy | 
Ghoſt alſo faith, that covetouſneſs, the reigning | 


E 2 paſſion 
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y penitent 3 blaming neither ze vor eat 


Wich that ſingular faithfulneſs,” which” marks 
his character, that Clergyman dealt HU y ritt 


paſſion in your ſoul, was idolatry, and that na ido- ; 

later hath any | inheritance in the kingdom of Cod. 
Hy theſe, and many ſimilar expreſſions, he labour- 
er to awaken his conſcience, and to induce him, 
in real earneſt;'to cry to God for mercy. At the 
ſame time aſſuring him, that true penitence would 
lead him to a candid acknowledgment of his crimes, 
and to a diſcovery of whatever might tend to be- 
nefit ſociety ; and that it would lead- him to 1 
mightily to God for mercy. ap | 


W att liſtened; in ſolemn filence, but ſeemed moſt 
grievoully. affliaed, and ſo. much agitated, that the 
miniſter ſaid afterwards, that he fuppoſed nature 
would ſoon be overcome, and that he deſpaired of 
his living till the day fixed for his execution. But 
the firſt ſhock | is uſually the moſt afflictive to huma- 
nity, and if nothing more than nature operate. with- 
in, theſe violent impreſſions will gradually fubſide. 


Under the cvittions of guilt and great injury 
committed, he, next day, wrote to that miniſter, 
whom his malice anderuelty had laboured to ruin in 
his character and uſefulneſs, humbly requeſting him | 
to come and viſit him that day, or as ſoon as con- 
venient. Conviction of ſin leads to an acknow- 
ledgment of it, and the near view of death tends to 
cauſe men ſee matters. mY a | Juſt point of view. 


When | 


When the tide of his malice ſubſided, his ſoul was 
galled with the recollection of his conduct to that 

public character. Upon, receiving hat i invitation, 
the, miniſter, with, a readineſs conſiſtent; with his 
character, had no objections inſtantly to go and 
| 5 his forgiveneſs ; but, in conſequenge of 
his former, wlage, and his having often, threatened 
— he was afraid leſt Watt ſhould. do him 
perſonal injury. It may appear ſtrange, that any 
ſuſpicions ſhould be retained of a man, under ſen- 
tence of death, acting ſuch a part, but the former 
knowledge of him had ſuch effect on the mind of 
that Clergyman. Nor would he venture himſelf, 
until he had conſulted thoſe miniſters Who had 
been with Watt, concerning his preſent temper of 
mind. Then taking a perſon with him, he waited 
upon Watt; but he found him an altered main in- 
deed. No more the proud imperious, domineering, 
cruel Watt, but the dondemned, ſelf-abaſed crimi-· 
nal; acknowledging his ſad conduct towards 
him, and bewailing the great trouble that he 
had occaſioned. to him and. his family, and hiscru- 
el intentions againſt them. Lamenting alſo the grief 
he had cauſed to his religious acquaintance, and 
he diſgrace he had brought upon the Chriſtian name. 


That Clergyman begged him to give his mind no 
uneaſineſs on account of him; for with that fame ſin- 
OE with which he begged pardon from God, he 


| he artily 
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| heartily forgave all that he had ſpoken, intended, 
and actually done againſt him. Such ready for- 
| giveneſs and melting ſympathy, non chen beheld . 
ing him in ſuch a ſituation, quite overcame the mind 
even of Watt. The ſtrongeſt ſrgns of penitence | 
ane deep concern were manifeſted, and hopes of bis 
well-being in another world afforded; In the moſt. 
preſſing manner he entreated that miniſter to Tee 
1 e r which was aufe, el wich. 
g * Mn 11813 Bite 
Watts wat having been publiſhed, and'circu- 
lated, a gentleman in Perth, with whom he had 
formerly been intimate, moved with compaſſion 
for him, wrote the following excellent letter: ach 


1 
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Dran m/ Pio, 746 Sept. xy 4. 
T have read your hiſtory in the news- -papers; and 
it quite confounds me. Thought Robert Watt 
would have been the laſt man, that would have 
lifted up a hand or a tongue againſt the excellent 
Conſſitution of his Country. Nor do I think that 
any errors that 1 may exiſt in the adminiftration of 


the Britiſh government can Juſtify a plot! 1 dread 
ful as that of which you are convicted. 


Vou have worn the chriſtian name from your 
youth, But chriſtianity and your late condudt are 
very 
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very inconſiſtent. Every one who fears God will 
honour the King. The religion of Jeſus teaches 
us to yield all due obedience to lawful ſuperiors; 
that we may lead quiet and peaceable lives in all 
godlineſs and honeſty. In ſhort, every chriſtian 
is ſtrictly bound to the faithful diſcharge of all re- 
lative duties, and the perſon who does not pay 
attention to theſe, is unworthy” of the chriſtian 


O what could induce you to act the part. you 
have done! If money was your object, it wWas a 
pitiful object for which to defile your conſcience, 

and to ruin your foul. Your character and ex- 
pow is nee by Paul, x Tim. Duck u. v. 


þ If any man ch. otherwiſe, ms conſent 
0 to wholeſome; words, even the words of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and to the dodrine. which, is 
£ according to godlineſs. 

4 He is proud, f knowing nothitig, but doting 

a about queſtions and ftrifes of words whereof dem. 
eth envy, ſtrife, railings, evil formiſings, * 

5 © Perverſe diſputings of men of corrupt minds 
4 Ta deſtitute of the truth, ſuppoſing. that yu is 
a godlineſs : from ſuch withdraw thyfelf. © | 
6 © But godlineſs with contentmentis arid 0 | 
7 © Forwe brought nothing i into this world, wg 
{it is certain we can carry nothing out. 


8. And 


4 IIZ ora 
8 And having f ſood and rai ment, ad us" . 
. © therewith content. n. 8 
9 © But they that will be rich fall into e 
tion, and a ſnare, and into many fooliſti and 
hurtful luſts, which —_ men- in MN ae 
and perditioͤn. | 
10 For the love of money is 8000 root 7 al 
evil ; which while ſome coveted after, they have 
erred from the faith, and pierced themſelves 
through with many forrows.” 7 
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May your fall teach every one not te waſt in 
themſelves, but in that omnipotent grace which 
is freely promiſed in the goſpel, and that' grace : 
is {till held out to you, to me, to the very chief 
of ſinners. That rich, albconquering grace 
can {till pluck you as a brand out of the burning, 
and fave you in the Lord Joins with an Waun, 
ing ſalvation. e 


I believe your earthly Sovereign cannot, with 
propriety, give youa pardon: but the Almighty So- 
vereign of univerſal nature can glorify himſelf 
in your ſalvation, For, O tranſporting truth! 
Jeſus, the Son of God, completed on mount Calvs- 
ry a perſect righteouſneſs for the juſtification of the 
ungodly. And the God of truth aſſures us, that 
whoſoever believes this ſhall be ſaved. O! that 
the Lord, the Spirit, may teach you, as a guilty 

ſinner, 
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finger, to take ſanctuary under the covert of the 
| blood and righteouſneſs of the Lamb that was ſlain, 
and who ſtill waits to be gracious to you. Ihope you 
will make an ingenuous confeſſion of the crime 
for which you are to ſuffer, and acknowledge the. . 
juſtice of your ſentence. If you are allowed to 
write, I would be glad to hear from you. If I 

might be permitted to ſee you T would come over. 
on purpoſe. I commend you to the God of all 
grace, who is able to do for you exceeding abun- 
dantly above what = can aſk or think. 


And I am, 


Your well wiſher, 


. . | g G 


This affeQionate and candid letter, from an inti- 
mate friend, made no ſmall impreſſion upon Watt's 
mind. He reflected upon his conduct, and greatly 
mourned over his paſt crimes. When one of the 
miniſters waited upon him, he found him afterwards 
keenly employed m ſearching the Scriptures, and 
writing down any of the paſſages which appeared 
molt ſuited to his caſe; and which ſeemed either cal- 
_ culated to awaken his conſcience, or to ſow him 
that God would have mercy upon him, though 
a very great ſinner. He alſo expreſſed his anxious 
tears, leſt the preſent workings of his mind ſhould 
EE * 
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only be the feelings of nature, and the fear of death, 
and not the powerful and gracious operations of 
the Holy Ghoſt upon his ſoul. Some marks to 
diſtinguiſh between theſe were mentioned. Among 
others, that if it was the mere feelings of nature, 
they would wear off in a little, but if it was the 
operations of the Spirit they would increaſe, and 
in a particular manner they would be accompa- 
nied with the deepeſt and moſt humiliating view of 
ſin. That ſuch enormous guilt muſt produce 
ſtrong convictions, and deep ſorrow. That theſe 
would ſhow themſelves, in a candid confeſſion of 
whatever might tend to ſecure the peace of ſociety, 
which he had laboured to diſturb. This confeſ- 
Hon he averred he would make, as far as he knew 


any thing to advantage government, At this 
time, indeed, he appeared to do well, and to be very 
penitent. But O! the ſad corruption of the human 
heart, and the ſtrong averſion of the mind to ſal- 
vation! | 


His acquaintances and religious friends, in 
Edinburgh, were all ſtruck with his horrible guilt, 
and concerned for the ſalvation of his ſoul, and 
many prayers began to be offered up in his behalf. 
One, with whom he was intimate, at this time, 
wrote him the ſollowing letter; for the Sheriff in 


his 
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his uſual concern for the good of the public, did 
not chooſe to allow any but miniſters to viſit him, 


W's 3 4 


SIR, 


While muſing and mourning over your preſent 
uncomfortable ſituation, and recollecting number- 
leſs little circumſtances which occured during our 
long acquaintance, I thought upon ſending you 

the incloſed copy of a letter from David Te 
wrote when near the end ot his journey. 


Perhaps part of it may not pleaſe every perſon, 
but che leading Spirit and ſentiments of it pleaſe me 
vaſtly, and ſeem exceedingly calculated for uſe- 
fulneſs to one in your ſituation. His views were 
wholly directed to a crucified Saviour, and from 
what other quarter can any ſinful creature look 
out for relief? If he looks to his anguiſh of heart, 
or bitterneſs of ſoul becaule of fin, he can behold 
nothing but blackneſs and darkneſs, If he looks 
or leans to any former experiences or commenda- 
ble deeds, he acts equally fooliſh ; all will prove 
in the iſſue but broken reeds. If he try to be in 
bitterneſs for fin, before believing | in Jeſus, the at- 
tempt will be feeble and fruitleſs. We are origi- 
nally to flee to the Saviour for repentance, as 
much as for any other grace. The illuminating 
grace of an all- ſufficient God, is alone ſufficient 
for theſe things. There cannot poſlibly be any 
F 2 true 
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true diſcovering of the evil of ſin, the ſuitablenefs, 5 
glory and divineneſs of Jeſus, without this. Na- 
turally the underſtanding is grofs darkneſs, and 
cannot ſucceſsfully fix upon any ſpiritual object, 
in a gracious way. Nor can the beſt believer in 
the world command this; it is as much from the 
Lord, in the end of life, as in the beginning. They, 
and they only are happy and ſafe, who have ex- 
Sn knowledge of this, 


* 


The firſt epiſtle of Peter is a capital part of 
Scripture, and the ſecond is like unto it. If their 
ſtriking and ſcrutiniſing truths. are ferioufly at- 
tended unto, and in any meaſure ſet home to the 
heart, they will have a bold tendency to unlock 
our true ſtate and character before God. Dili- 

gence and activity are preſſed home, with the moſt 
rouſing conliderations, The readineſs of Chriſt 
to judge the quick and the dead, the diſſolution of 
the elements, and the other awful proceedings of 
the Day of Judgment are not trifling incitements to 
aft our ſtate, and to run for refuge to the Lord, the 


Redeemer, that we may be in ae to abide the 
day of his coming ? 
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The Lord in all ages hath raiſed up miracles of 
mercy that none may deſpair. The remembrance 
of a Manaſſeh in captivity, the offender on the 


croſs, 


croſs, and Saul of Tarſus in the high way, ought 


to be freſh in all our minds: for in them was ma- 


nifeſted the - exceeding riches of divine grace. 
What God hath once done in this way, is a ſam. 
ple tous of what he can and will do. I cannot 
extenuate your guilt, but I do pity you, and often 
try to hold up your fituation'at a throne of grace, 
and can poſitively aſſure you I am not alone in this, 
I hope you Kill value the ily mpathy and the pray- 
ers of the people of God, and that you pray much 


' yourſelf. Conſidering the ſhortneſs, of your allot. 


ed time I think you ought to read no book but 
the Bible, and talk only or chiefly about the con- 
cerns of your ſoul. Be reſolutely determined 


to ly at the feet of a ſovereign God, laying, if 1 


periſh, it ſhall be here. I have no doubt but 
Heaven is peopled with extraordinary ſinners. 
Seek the Lord while he may be found. Call up- 
on him while he is near. This is the land of 
hope ! If you have any inclination that I ſhould 
call, you may let me e Jam perfeAly willing, 


1 am your's &c. 
Edin. Sep. : 
9th 1794- 


= 
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That our readers may have an  opportuni- 


ty of peruſing the letter of David 'Tyrie, a copy | 


of 
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ofwhich was incloſed with the above, we ſhall alfo 
inſert it. The dying ſayings of all merit con- 
ſideration. The dying expreſſions of notorious cri- 
minals, and the ground of thelr hope for mercy; 
merit molt particular conſideration. 


A Letter from David Tyrie, a little before his ex- 
ecution to Thomas W—— merchant Leith, 
Auguſt the 24th 1782. 


DAR Srn, 


I come now to acknowledge the receipt of your 
very welcome letter, dated the 17th, I could have 
wiſhed to have received it a few days ſooner. It 
ſerved truly to confirm in that faith, on which I 
was willing to lay hold through Chriſt Jeſus.— 
On that faith, which by God's — has ſupport- 
ed me. 


The law of man numbered my days, and indeed, 
during a long confinement, I am free to tell you, 
that lately, and very lately, the ſeeds of unbelief 
were ſtrongly graffed in my nature. I have no 
experience to boaſt of, but may truly fay, it is not 
of him that walketh, nor of him that runneth, but 
of God that ſheweth mercy. I truſt my repen- 
tance is through faith. Great indeed are my ins. 
I have been living in x Open A to the Scrip- 

res, 


ROBERT WATT. 


tures. Stifling every thought that came acroſs 
my mind of the word of God, and even—at times, 


affecting totally to diſbelieve the divine and ho- 


ly revelation of the goſpel. But on this truth . 


have 1 placed my hope - that Jeſus Chriſt died and 


roſe again, for the juſtification of the guilty and 


ungodly, who through faith call upon his name. 
The grand truth I believe is revealed in the gol- 
pel of Jeſus Chriſt. It may be told to you, my 
worthy friend, that the miniſter who every day 


gave me an hour of his company, told this truth 


not enough. That I muſt want my reſt by night, 


that I muſt mourn and weep, enumerate and con- 


feſs my ſins, before God would reveal himſelf to 
me. I always anſwered him, I could do nothing 
of myſelf. Yeſterday I put your letter into his 
hand (he is a good well meaning man) but he told 
me he was afraid by my diſcourſe all along, that 


J relied too much upon its doctrine (viz. doctrines 


of the goſpel) his fear, is my joy. If you know 
the ſentiments of my heart, how would you re- 
joice, if you knew but at this moment, the full aſ- 


ſurance I have in the ſinner's hope: how would 
you praiſe and glorify God; ſurely you would 
kill the fatted calf, and truly ſay, the loſt 


ſheep was found. I look then forward to that hap- 
py meeting, when there ſhall be no more ſorrows, 
or when all tears ſhall be wiped away. I have_ 


read 


Spy v4 


n 
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read my Bible to no purpoſe. I ſtill want the 
underſtanding heart. I was in ſearch of the truth, 
it came upon me, but I knew not how. O that I: 
had but a few of my days to come over again; 
that you did but know the comfort I enjoy in this 
bleſſed aſſurance, in that glorious view of the goſ- 
pel held out by God to guilty ſinful wretches like | 
me. This is my beloved fon in whom I am well 
pleaſed. Indeed—indeed—my dear friend, you are 
but too right, guilty, guilty, have I been; my trea- 
ſons and treachery, both to God and my country, 
are innumerable, as well as my frauds upon man- 
kind, particularly thoſe whom habit and friendſhip 
had led to repoſe great confidence in me. An adul- : 
terer, a blaſphemer, a liar, a ſabbath-breaker, a 
falſe friend, a drunkard, and a heart hardened a- 
gainſt God, and the glorious truth of the goſpel. 
Is the blood of Jeſus ſufficient for all theſe? yes! 
thanks be to God, who hath revealed himſelf in the 
ſcriptures of the Old and New Teſtaments, come 
© unto me, all ye that weary and are heavy laden, 
and I will give you reſt,” Will this glorious invita- 
tion extend to me,—yes !—through faith I will 
lay hold of it. Has my bleſſed, dear Redeemer, 
thus atoned for my ſms ?—yes ! It is finiſhed ; 
he made complete atonement and ſatisfaction to 
offended Jullice. And is God fo gracious, as to 
fave me in this-manner ?—yes! The Scripture ſays 
there 
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chere is no other name given under heaven, where 1 

by I can be ſaved,” but Jeſus Chriſt and him-coru- | + 93 
cCified. This is the good news, and glad tidings 1 

of great joy, that the Goſpel has this. day pro- | 2 

claimed unto me,..to- me who am ſinful duſt and _ 


aſhes, dead in treſpaſſes and ſins, but God hath | 
quickened me, by his own free, ſovereign, and 
boundleſs Grace; called me to repent by Faith in 
Chriſt Jeſus. But what reparation can I make to my 
Country? Dying, — none but the example. Living, | | 
Lmight be accounted and rewarded as one ofher ſ ' 
viours. I have already, long ſince, done all I could 
do with ſafety. I have lately, but very lately, even 
within a few days, ſonght for an occaſion or oppor 
tunity to do more, with ſafety to myown conſcience, | 
but alas! thoſe in power did not give the opportuni. 55 - 
ty. What atonement can I now, dying, make to 
individuals? I have wrong'd none. Nothing is in 
my power. I confeſs freely to you, my good friend, 
that my heart was even ſo hardened as to entertain " - i 
or harbour thoughts of Shutting the door of mercy, ; 
and putting God to defiance; a dreadful and finfut” 
thought, by way of filling up the meaſure of my 
crimes. And but for the blood of Jeſus, which 
cleanſeth from all fins, what ſhould become of me, 


being a partner ann that grand, traitor Judas! . 


— K — * 


Give my Jaſt duty to my father. | You know bet- 
„ | 
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ter what to ſay to him than I can tell you. May 
I alfo, for Chriſt's ſake, intreat you, to do the ſame 
in love, with my bleflings to my two innocent 
Babes, from whom I hope the unhappy fate of their 
father will be concealed ; and if anything ſhould 
turn up, I hope you will not be againſt making 
out with Mr. V- and your ſon Th. to take 
care of it for me. | 
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Fr: 
Pleafe remember me to all your family, particu- 
larly to the Dr. and Mrs. S——. It is now near 
Io o'clock on ſaturday morning. Mr Vowel is to 
be with me at 3: and in an hour aſterwards, I 
Auppoſe will be removed to Portſmouth. 
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May that Faith in which I die, even the Faith 
of Jeſus Chriſt, who was crucified, and is again 
riſen from the dead, be ſtrengthened in you, in this 
world, and entering into eternity, give you a joy- 
ful meeting, with the redeem'd in Chriſt. Into 
Whoſe hands I commend my ſpirit. Farewell, and 
believe me, 


My Deareſt Sir, 


Your ever ſincere and comforted Friend, 
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Wincheſter Gaol, 


Augult 24th 19782, 3 


by | Davip Train. 
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| 'Fheſe two excellent letters made but'a feeble 
impreſſion upon Watt's mind ; for his fellow cri- 
minal being now placed beſide him, converſation 
blunted the edge of concern, Another cauſe was 
that he began to diſtract his mind about writing a 
Petition for pardon, and writing to the Lord Ad- 
vocate, and another gentleman, to ſecond his pett- 
tion. Though, in conſequence of the depth of his 
charaQer, he pretended that he was employing 
himſelf, as if he had not petitioned, yet his behavi- 

our indicated the contrary, The dying naturally 
graſp at the.Jeaſt hope of life. No principle is 
ſtronger, than We hope of life. Nor did his ſorrow 
for ſin appear at all conformable to the magnitude | 
of his guilt. It will readily be granted, that it is 1 
difficult to decide in this matter, but it appears ſin- 
gular, that he never obtained ſuch a view of ſin, as 
almoſt made him to deſpair of mercy. Sure this 
might have been expected; but on the contrary, he 
often ſaid, that he never loft his hope. This is 
good, when well founded, but when not, it muſt and 
will periſh. Bleſſed then is he who feareth al- 
ways: who from a ſtrong conviction of guilt, 
dr eads being diſappointed in a matter of ſuch im- 
portance. The ſullen indifference of Watt, was 
eaſily perceived by thoſe who viſited him, and ev- - 
ry mean was uſed to awaken him, to a proper con- 
cern about the one thing needful. To have hope 
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and that ſeemingly not well. grounded, is exceeding. ; 


ly dangerous. The anſwer to the letter from 


Perth, ſhows what were the views of Watt, and 


Wl:at he wiſhed to .. others: : It was as fol- 
lows. 


= 


My DEAR SIN, Eain. Caftle T 3th. Sept. 1794. 


Your eſteemed favour, f date the 7th aſians, 


1 received in courſe of poſt, and humbly thank you 


for it. I ſhoutd have acknowledged its receipt 
without loſs of time, were my mind fit for the taſk. 
Indeed I immediately attempted i, and wrote 


| ſome what like an anſwer, but on a reviſal threw 


it aſide. The ſame I did a ſecond time, and now, 
I renew the attempt a third time. 


My tate of mind is ſuch, as will not permit me 
to enter upon the circumſtances, which brought me 
to my preſent misfortunate ſituation. I preſume it 
would be unneceſſary, as.the whole muſt have been 
laid, at full length. before the Public. May God 
grant that all chriſtians be enabled. to avoid the 
Rock on which I have ſplitted, and ſanctify abun- 
dantly my fall to them, by making them more diffi- 
dent of their own ſtrength, to withſtand tempta-. 
tions from the world, ſin, and Satan! and to rely 
on, and ſeek aſter that almighty Grace to which you 


have 
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have directed me. To the Grace of God, exhibited 
and held forth to me in the Goſpel, in conſequence 
of what Jeſus Chriſt the mighty Saviour has done, 
taught, and ſuffered, and is ſtill doing, I defire to 
look ;—this is all my falvation, and all my deſire. 
Here, I will reſt, and if I periſh, I periſh, 

I cannot, I dare not extenuate my guilt. I would 
be ſometimes overwhelmed with a ſenſe of my ſins ; 

but for the hope of free unmerited mercy through 
| Jeſus. I have : grieved the Holy Spirit of God, 
and the hearts of the godly, opened the mouths 


of enemies to religion, and hurted the feelings of 


my ſuperiors, whom I am bound by the word of 
God to reverence and honour. But, with all my 
.crimes about me, I rely upon that ſacrifice which 


the Lord Jeſus made, when, on Calvary mount, he 


offered himſelf to God for the ſins of his people. 


I would be happy to ſee you, but why take ſuch 
trouble about unworthy me? Should you be diſ- 
poſed to come over, and time and conveniency 
permit, it is neceſſary you get a recommendatory 


letter from Provoſt Caw, or ſome perſon of influ. 
ence to the Sheriff of the County of Edinburgh 


— 


before you are allowed an interview with me a- 


lone. By this means, I doubt not but it may be 


ebene wy beſt wiſhes to yourſelf, ſpouſe, "the 


Rev. 
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Rev. Mr. Scott, and all acquaintances. ' F- humbly 
. ſolicit an intereſt in your prayers at the Throne of 

Grace, and J am, wich great affection. SY UL 


— 
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My Dear Sir, 


Yours, very Sincerely, | 


ROBERT WATT. 

While he thus wrote, he {till did not appear pro- 
perly humbled, nor ſufficiently . ſenſible of guilt. 
To have juft views of the doctrines of the Goſpel, 
may qualify one for expreſſing the true cauſes of 
confidence, though theſe may not be really experi- 
enced, Convinced of this, one, who vifited 
him, told him that he' did not come to inform 
him of the doCtrines of the Gofpel, for he knew 
theſe ; but to remind him that he had been a great 
ſinner, and that it was his duty to confels, and 
make a clean breaſt : that he owed this to his 
country, and to the cauſe of religion, which he had 
grievoully injured. | 


0 . 


17 © 7 


A few days paſſed, without any thing worthy of 
narration occurring. Soon after, he received an 
anſwer to his letter to Mr. G. from Perth, in 
the following terms: 


DEAR 


R O B E. * AT T. 


Dan nana, 7 Perth, 12 Sept 1794: 


2 7 
. heed, 


I take che opportunity of Mr. Lil to acknow: 
ledge the receipt of your efteemed favour of the 
' 13th current. I bleſs God that he has given you a 
juſt view of your ſituation, and, at the ſame time 
has fixed your attention on the atonement and ſa- 
crifice of the ſon of God, as your only / ground of 
hope and confidence. No ſinner can derive abiding 
confolation from any other ſource/ But here, 
there is conlolation for the moſt wretched ; yes, 
for the vileſt ſinner. O that the Holy Spirit of 
God may unfold unto your view all the unſearch- 
able riches that are treaſured up in Jeſus Chriſt, 
our Lord and Redeemer. 


Tom backſlidings are notorious. to all, but now 
that you are ready to acknowledge yourſelf, of 
the chief of ſinners, I will not doubt in this, but 
remind you that there is {till forgiveneſs with our 
God, that he may be feared. Allow me to call 
your attention to the 14. Chapter of Hoſeah in 
connection with Jer. xxxi. 12—20. Nothing can 
exceed this beautiful and endearing repreſentation 
of the divine character. Indeed the wliole Bible 
is full of encouragements to guilty men, to look 
tor mercy at tthe hand of God, through the blood of 
Chriſt, 
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Chriſt. And often the moſt unlikely perſons are 
pitched upon, as monuments of the exceeding 
riches of the divine Grace. Vour fall has been the 
the ſubject of much converſation. I truſt your re- 
covery will be for an example to Backefliders in 
all ages not to deſpair. | 


I earneſtly pray that you may be fill: 9] with all 
joy and peace in believing, / that the peace of God 
may keep your heart and mind through Chriſt 
Jeſus, and that he may guide you by his counſel, 

till he bring you ſafe to his glory, But you are 
cut off in the midſt of your days, and perhaps tae 
death you have to undergo, may create you much 
uneaſineſs and anxiety. But, my dear fir, chat 
Redeemer, in whom you truſt, can not only give 
you victory over death, but over it in every form. 
He can make your ſtrength equal to your .day: 
He has promiſed this. Truſt him, for his word 
IM cannot fail. Remember we have not an High 
Prieſt which cannot be touched with the feeling 
of our infirmities ; but was in all points tempted 
like as we are, yet without fin. Let us, therefore, 
come boldly unto the Throne of Grace, that we 
may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of 
need. I commend you to God, and to the word 
of his Grace, which is able to build you up and to 
keep 


6 
a 
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keep you from falling, and give you an b 
among them that are ſanctified. 


I underſtand none but Clergymen are admitted 
to ſee you, elle, if circumſtances permitted, 1 
would perlonally bid you farewell. 


Mrs G——r joins me in love to you, and I am 
with true regard : 


Dear Sir, 
| Moſt affectionately Your's, 


# - — A age” V4 27 45 7 he R. n 
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This letter made very little alteration, nay, is 
evidently calculated to fortify him in his hope. 
The author of it believing, from the manner in 
which he wrote, that a change muſt have taken place 
on his conduct and views. But it is eaſy to fee, that 
a perſon, ſpeculatively acquainted with the doc- 
trines of the Goſpel, can expreſs himſelf i in a mau- 
ner to ſatisfy another, though he may not feel 
as he ſhould, There is a moſt material difference, 
indeed, between knowing and feeling the power 


of religion on the foul ; [peculation 1 is not prac- 
tice. 


* 


Whilſt Watt was in this callous frame of mind, 
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and graſping after a pardon from his Majeſty, he 
wrote the following anſwer to the excellent letter 
ſent him by ] Ca friend in town. 


My Dran Six, Edin. Caſtle, and odr. 1794. 


Though you may believe that my mind muſt have 

been little diſpoſed to acknowledge the receipt of 
your kind letter, and the incloſed, when they came 
to hand; yet a ſenſe of gratitude impelled me to 
write you an anſwer without delay. It contained 
the expreſſions of my intellectual feelings in con- 
nection with the Word of God. 


Vanity of vanities, nay, faith the Royal Preacher, 


all is vanity. Ofthis great truth, we can only be 


made ſenſible, by one of two cauſes; either by Grace 
the ſaving influenees of the Holy Ghoſt, or by ex- 
traordinary croſſes. But the conſequent effects of 
that exceed, in real profit to the ſubje&, thoſe of 
this, as much as heaven does the earth, nay as the 
Creator does the creature, the one is but tranſitory, 
and is calculated to harden, or to drive to deſpair ; 
the other enlightens, humbles, ſtrengthens, com- 
forts, and is permanent ! Hence the perſeverance 
in holineſs of ſome, amidſt relapſes, and the final 
fall of others. | 


As 
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I purpoſe to write you more fully afterwards. 

J hope that you will excuſe my breaking off ſo 
abruptly at preſent. I hope you will preſent my 
beſt wiſhes to ſuch of my chriſtian acquaintances, 
as you may have an opportunity of ſeein, th writing 
to. I truſt Chriſtians are in my eſteem the excel - 
lent ones of the earth, and with whom has been my 
delight. Wich theſe I hold communion now at the 
Throne of Grace. And may the God of all Grace 


grant, that my fellowſhip may be with them in the 
Ages to come. 


1 humbly requeſt an intereſt in your prayers. 
That all temporal and ſpiritual good may attend 
. you is the ſincere deſire of— | 


My Dear Sir, 
Your Friend and | 
Moſt Humble Servant, 


ROBERT WATT. 


It is obvious to every reader, that this letter is ſimi- 
lar to one wrote from a chriſtian correſpondent to 
another, in the ordinary circumſtances of human 
life. Nay, that there is here a plain indication of 
a mind employed in ſome other matter, as a chief 
object of purſuit; and only turning aſide to the 


H 2 | buſineſs 


60 LIFE OF | 
buſineſs of religion, becauſe a letter is to be an- 
ſwered to a religious correſpondent. True, in- 
deed, he here bewails the vanity of human life; 
but is it in that ſtrong and copious manner, which 
might na Aly have been expected from one, who 
had felt it ſo wournfully verified in his own expe- 
ricnce. A mind deeply penetrated with fin, and 
properly iniprefſed in the view of death, maſt, it 
is humbly conceived, have expreſſed itſelf in a 
very different manner. Alas! is there not little on 
the ſubject of religion here, from one within a few _ 
weeks of his exit, and bound with chains, nas. 
a violent and ſhameful death ! 


U 


Nor could he conceal, hidden as his temper was, 


the chief object of his attention at this period. He 
ſnowed himſelf as eager to talk about obtaining a 
pardon from the King, as obtaining the pardon of 
numerous and enormous crimes againſt the King 
of Kings, and Lord of Lords. Nay, it muſt alſo 
be very diſtreſſing to the pious mind, to hear that 
he always ſought to obtain his pardon, by pretend- 
ing that his motives and defigns were different from 
what they were in reality. Great grace is neceſſary, 
indeed, to vanquiſn the reigning principle of a vici- 
ous heart. It will ſtruggle until the very laſt, be- 
fore it yield. Almighty Grace, however, can con- 
quer every depraved habit. God can purify from 
every idol. | 

III 
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f!1 founded as the opinion was, yet it is un- 
doubtedly true that Watt did entertain expecta- 
tions of being liberated by force. Several expreſ- 
fions which dropped from his lips indicated this 


hope. One day he enquired if all the people 


were quiet, and if no diſturbance was in the city, 
Upon hearing of the ſucceſs of the French joy 
beamed in his countenance. One evening he 
heard the reports of the watch guns, in the War 
Ships, in Leith Roads, and in the morning he moſt 
eagerly enquired, what was the meatiing of that 
firing. Another day, when one was ſitting with 
him, a noiſe was heard in the room above them. 
Immediately a glance of inexpreſſible joy beamed 
over his countenance, and he in tranſport ſaid 


is not that firing at the caſtle? Deluded and now 


fadly diſappointed expeQations ! Little did he 
know, or believe what the opinion of reaſon and 
of the Public was concerning him. God forbid 
that ever reaſon, or the public mind in Britain, 
ſhould delight in plunder, or in blood. | 


It was truly ſingular to obſerve what cordiality 
ſubſiſted between him andDownie; eſpeciallyasDow- 
nie averred that Watt was the chief cauſe in lead- 
ing him and all the reſt into the horrid plan. Nor 
was this denied by Watt himſelf. Probably this 
was the true cauſe, why Watt was ſo dreadfully af- 


feed, 
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feed, as he ſhewed and expreſſed himſelf, when 
about to be placed in the ſame room with Downie. 
Many are companions in guilt, who deſire not to 
be companions in puniſhment. 'Then they tremble 
at the approach of them, whom they formerly de- 
lighted in. What will be the ſad ſituation of un- 


godly companions, when chained together in the 
land of unalleviated anguiſh! 


The conduct of Watt, at this - Period, produced 
much concern to all the pious and benevolent in Ed- 
inburgh. Among the reſt, to that friend, who former- 
ly wrote to him. Anxiouſly enquiring, he learned the 
ſituation of Watt. Then, his benevolent and pious 
mind was filled with deep concern, and he inſtant- 


ly ſeized the pen, and with all the ardour of pious 
concern for the ſalvation of the ſoul, he wrote the 
following letter : 


My Dear 81 R, 
I feel conſiderably agitated at the thought of 


writing to you, in your preſent mournful lituation, 
and at ſome loſs how to addreſs you. 


The important and ſolemn moment is juſt ap- 
proaching, when you mult enter into that eterni- 
ty, of which you have heard ſo much from your 
oarlieſt years ;—of mingling with thoſe ſpirits whe 

| are 
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are before the Throne, or thoſe who are reſerved in 


chains unto the Judgment of the Great Day--What 
a thought! If ever a mind ſhould be rouſed in any 


ſituation, yours is that ane. If you are in any 


meaſure convinced, you muſt conſider yourſelf a 
notorious offender againſt that immaculate and jea- 
lous Jehovah, who perfectly knows, and minutely 


obſerves our external profeſſion, our ſecret and i in- 


ward actions, and motions. 


For a moment ſurvey your windings and turn- 
ings in iniquity ſince the days of your youth On- 
ly conſider what is the real intrinſic guilt (if that 
be poſſible) of one tranſgreſſion— Ah! how great! 
And the  impoſhbility of one iota being pardoned 


without adequate ſatisfaction— But claſs all you are 


chargeable with together, and how vaſtly inconceiv- 


able the amount! Vet ſtrange to ſay; ſo impenetrably 


hardened is the heart of man, that even this hor- 
rible ſight cannot alarm him Nothing but the 
precious Grace of the Almighty can give either a 
proper ſenſe of ſin, or ſight of a Saviour's blood. 


When I read your letter to me, you appeared to 
have much more peace and recollection than I 
could have conceived; eſpecially when I conſidered, 


how ſhort a time it was wrote after receiving your | 


awful ſentence. 1 immediately dreaded that you 


might” 
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might not have proper views of things. Now be 
candid—Has this queſtion ever occurred to your 
own mind—Is i it poſſible that a Chriſtian could con- 
tinue for two or more years in the uninterrupted, 
though ſecret commiſſion of known wilful ſin, and 
at the ſame time no abatement of his outward pro- 
feſſion ? I make no deciſive concluſion upon this; 
but I confeſs it is enough to alarm any man who 
muſt plead guilty in that point, and appears exceed- 
ingly like Judas aſſociating with the Prince of 
Life, while murderous intentions lurked in his 
breaſt. T make this obſervation, becauſe you 
write, as if you had been a Chriſtian all along, 
without appearing to call it in queſtion, If it real- 
ly be true what I hear, that you eat the Lord's Sup- 
per the Sabbath,before you was apprehended—l 
cannot reſiſt the thought, that you eat and drank 
judgment to yourſelf, As a real friend to your 
ſoul, I mention, and beg you ſeriouſly to weigh 
| theſe matters; to aſk grace from above, to diſcaver 
your true ſtate and character before God—Not to 
approach the Saviour as a Child, but as a chief 
ſinner--not live a Simeon, who waited for God's ſal- 
vation, but as a Saul who reſiſted it, True, there 
is nothing pleaſing to the Lord, in contrition or 
conviction, but as it is His work, and according to 
His general plan of procedure, in bringing in out- 
caſts, or reſtoring Backſliders. 


Yau 


% 
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Lou compare your fall to Peter's : Have y 
had Peter's powerful look from the. Saviour; and. 


a ſimilar ſight of your fall? The. caſe. of Peter, 
Paul, and others, i is ſet up as beacons to all ſacs, 


ceeding generations, and to proclaim. the exceed · 
ing riches of Divine Mercy ; and no doubt are 
intended as grounds of encouragement, to guilty. 
ſinners, ſo long as Jeſus is ſet before thi UL i 


think-your, uncommon fall is one of the moſt 105 | 
jemn warnings to ſurviving profeſſors, of religion, | 


ever I read or heard of; and if you. obtain mercy, 


(which is, my ſincere prayer) and aſcend. to, the £ 
excellent glory, you ſhall be 1 wigs pillar | 


in the temple. of ont, ol ech 6 5 : 
ire.) {- #457 91 9 * wy od 
4 „ $43 8 2 2980 15 21 
17 vou bare a. "i grace, you in me o 


confeſſion of your guilt, and give all che informa- | 


tion to Government in your power, « of what 1 
know endangers the ſtability and tranguilli 
the State. It is no more than what is the duty of 


one, 'who.once was attempting to overturn the ſe. 
eurity of ſociety, and has got a gracious view of 


his folly and criminality. In ſhort, it confounds 


me to think, how a man. profeſſing chriſtianity, | 


could take pleaſure in aſſociating with men, whoſe 


conduct und converſe muſt have boy * 755 
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I know you are not ignorant | 'of the FOIL of 
the Lord; T never conſider'd you unactpuainted! 
with the docfrines of the Goſpel. Von have of- 
ten declared in my bearing as your belief,” what 
the Bible uniformly | holds forth that men in 
conſequence of Adanv's'difobedience, as our com- 
mon Father and repreſentative, are born enemies 
to God—that recovery from this ſituation is en- 
rely Swing to Sovereign Grace, manifeſted" in 
the obedience and expiatory death ef tlie Son of 
God.— That it is by the' i imputation of his perſelt 
meritorious righteouſneſs, independent of every) 
other conſideration that a finner is juſtified:before> 
God—that there is the fulleſt and wot ſatis- 
factory evidence, that Jeſus is the Chriſt. Are 
you Now, Sir, fully ſatisfied” and convinced ol theſe 
truths? Have you embraced them Wh much 
more eagerneſs than ever a hungry man did His 
meat ? Unlefs the Lord hath carried them home 
by his Spirit, making a gracious and powerful 
diſcovery of them to your underſtanding, and fix- 
ed them on your heart, you cannot truly reliſh 
or value them. Sorrow for fin, ſincerity of con- 
fefſion—duties performed, &c. of themſelves can 
give no real relief to a troubled mind and con- 
ſcience. Nothing but faith in the fubſtitution- 
al Sacrifice of the precious Saviour, can diſpel or 
deſtroy the fear of death and its conſequences. 
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D. Samuel Johnſon uſed to ſay, that he believed 


here was not a man upon earth void of the fear 


of death: Upon his principles, his obſervation 


would hold good. 80 foon as a mat loles fight 
of heaven as a free gift; of the atonement of Je- 


ſus as the alone way unto it, and as his un- 


changeable ſecurity. for. attaining poſſeſſion. of it, 


he muſt be under conſtant alarm and e 


about his n happineſs, anal £ 


* * b fill. hs ly phy 8 prayers ab 
yuh friends. 'Take encouragement from this, that 
there is Kill ſome hope ip Iſrael concerning you, 
that peradveature God may be pleaſed to pardon 
all your ſins. Vou have not the ſmalleſt ground 


to expect a don from your Countty ; that is 


all over. It appears at leaſt probable from I Pe: 
der iv. 15: that ſome bylieving man may ſuffer as = 
a murderer or a chief; for it is to ſuch that he 


directs his exhortation. But the ſpot is uncom- 


mon. However, I fear 1 Tim. vi. 9, 10 ig 100, 


too. applicable to you; But they chat will be 


rich, fall into temptation, and a fnate; arid into 


many fooliſh. ard hurtful luſts, -which - - drowii 


men in deſtructien and perdition. For the love 


Lef money is che root ef all evil: which while 
0 dome coyeted after, they have erred from the : 
„ bi, 
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„faith, and pierced themſelves in wich Wa: 


Kao ſortovs.“ 


2 j 


haps, this may be the laſt time I ſhall have an 


opportunity of addrefling you that foon your | 
duſt muſt mingle with thoſe of a thouſand genera - 


tions. O examine the Scriptures as the Oracles 
of Truth! ſearch them for the Pearl of greateſt 
value. Let it be your great concern to know a 
crucified Saviour, whom to know arightis the com- 


mencement and ſure evidence of eternal Life —to 


roll the burden of your burdened ſoul upon him, 
who has the keys of hell and of death. + 


What pleaſure N it afford you to behold 


thoſe chains taken off, that. priſon door ſet open, 


and a pardon preſented from our lawful Sove; 


reign! But how infinitely: more; important, de- 


ſirable, and precious is that liberty wherewith 
Chriſt ſets his people free l that pardon which he 
preſents to a Redeemed ſinner. We have often 
met in the Church below. O that we may meet 


in the Zion that is above, to praiſe God for Re- 
deeming love. A few more of theſe years ſhall 


bring a concluſion to the whole human race, now 
upon. earth ; but race unto race, mall praiſe the 


Saviour" s name. 


5 ROBERT WATT. 65 


* 


I would moſt willingly comply with your deſire 
= ſee me; but acceſs, I underſtand, is very diff 
cult to be obtained; and ſeeing ſo many good 
and faithful miniſters daily nn n a 


viſit from me unneceſſary. | Farewell, | 2 
G1 1 IÞ4 am Your Sincere”: and | Feeling | Friend, 8 
Füssen 77 R pos ITO, | 


OR. sib, 794-3 

| This faithful, „ affeRionate, mc . 
ing, and inſtructive letter was not without its ef. 
fects upon the mind of him who received: it, 
Plain dealing is the beſt medicine for a callous 25 
conſcience. Aided by this letter, the concern a- 
bout Eternal things ſtruggled ſeverely with the 
anxious deſirę to obtain pardon from his Ma- 
jeſty. Watt ſtill continued to ſue for mercy by 
repreſentiug that his only view was to benefit 
Government by information. Unfounded as this 
aſſertion was, {till he repeated and adhered unto 
it, ſo long as hope of pardon was entertained. 
Under the impreſſions produced by that; candid 
letter, he wrote an anſwer to the ſecond letter 
which he en N friond 1 in 8 in the 
Kaen WO FH 
LET © hw Ih 13 18} e. 505 24 


My Das * - Edi. call, Oct. gth;-1794 
I derben bar; your friendly and edifying let. 
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ters. I am perſuaded from the kimses of affairs, 


that you would not be permitted to converſe 


with me, but in the preſence of the officer upon 
guard; as none are permitted but cletgymen. 1 
conſider it a bleſſing. and a matter of great thank- 
fulneſs, that this is allowed me. None are ſo 
ſenſible of its value, as thoſe depriyed « of public 
vrdinances. I hope, though thus deprived, that 
my heart is with the Lord's people. May their 
fellowſhip be my privilege through Eternity. 
The ſcene of mortality is near a cloſe ; few, ve- 
ry few revolving ſuns will open to my aſtoniſhed 
mind-—wonders inconceivable ! For he intelli- 
gent' principle, that now actuates this - elayey ta · 
bernacle, ſhall not become inſenſible, or be anni- 
hilated ; but gain additional vigour, : and a degree 
of perception, till then unknown. Here we ſee 
darkly as through = glaſs; but there face to face. 
Here we know but in part; but mere ſhall Uwe. | 
know even as we are known.“ 8 | 


W were it for i gay and dis bags 
were they to lay thoſe things to heart, and thus 
to judge. But how awful the thoupht, that-ma- 
ny, who conſider the hour of ſeparation. between . 
us and our momentary eg zjoyments, as mere na- 
tural evil, which, as we cannot avoid, we ought. 
to drown with one debauch of ſenſuality, or one 
| purſuit 
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purlult of fablunary' objects after- atiothier, ſhall; 
at an e 1 be abſorbed i in Evers 


nity. | + 26 6:2 : "4 bay i 


2 a a KS oþ hy # 3 
s ÞP; My 17 7 RN 


Tidy ay ek may be — par- 
ticularly unfortunate, yet, T receive it with 
contritioi and thankfulheſs, | I bleſs God, that 
he has given” 1 me time to reflect on the errors 
of my life, when he might have cut me mags win. R 
out a montenrs reftection. e 
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He has not ken himſelf without Aa wits; 3 but 


as my day is, he adminiftreth ſpirituak ſrength. 1 
I am loſt in the ocean of Redeeming love.” "Aﬀto- 
niſhing, indeed, muſt have been that love, which 


induced the Son of God to die for ſinners.” The 


duration of the world, and the capacity of a S8. 
| raph, are  infufficient to diſcloſe it; therefore, 4 


glorious Eternity is s ſecured to the faints, and leſs 


time would be inadequate. to e them n filly 
of its extent, 6 
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The numberlefs ena of extlhencls in the 


1055 element, from the Animalculiz that compoſe. 
it, to the Leviathan that bears rule; — the countleſs 


TX 


variety of plants generated by the earth, 'from 
the ſmalleſt Pile of graſs, to the talleſt Cedar ;— 


the various orders of animals, from the meaneſt 


inſect, 
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inſect, to man the Lord of this ww And tie 


favourite of Heaven the countleſs. Majeſty . 
and ponderous bodies that beſpangle the vaſt vault , 
of Heaven, and the immenſity of ſpace, from the 
viſible Suns that give light, to the opaque ſatellite, 

that revolves round its s primary, together with their 
innumerable. variety of inhabitants; diſplay. in 


their production out 6 nothing, a Pewer—in 


4441 


in Ga preſervation and proviſion, a Goodneſs 


Divine ! 
9 * 4 


But theſe. as all ho he: 1 1 of * Pei 


ne 


ty are but faintly exhibited i in the works of creation, 


167 


TIES. what they are in the amazing Work of 
es © demption !—God manifeſt. in the bel. eie 


familiar converſe. with bis © creature Tin as one 
which himſelf g gave originally t to man, the rule 
of his obedience, and which man had. yiolated— 


'F1 wr 


| fulfilling all righteouſneſs i in his perfect obedience 


—and ſuffering in his ſoul, both in the Garden, 
and on the Croſs, all that: anguiſh; which Divine 
Juſtice could inflièt for ſin imputed—and all this 
for man !—Be aſtoniſhed Q Heavens, "if We 
aan, for the Lord bath owe 8 


Te, . 5 
rea lenk my u beſt wiſhes to ll aL riving, * 


101217 WATT. 


Ho more eſpecially chriſtian acquaimances. That 
grace, mercy and peace, may reſt and abide on 
yourſelf and IE "OY! is the e deſire 


— OTST . i 
N VV | 
Your Unfortunate, and 1 
SS. Moſt Eau Humble REY 


| ROB. WATT. 


ey we meet in the dees of eternal light 
and joy, never more to 1 F arewell. | 


The manner in WER Watt Pe himaſelF 
in this letter, is truly aſtoniſhing ! He writs.. -* 
in, all the power of recollected firmneſs. His mind _ 
unagitated and ſerene. In this letter he. exhibits I 
a ſtrength of ſentiment, of expreſſion,” and. of 
compoſition, beyond what he uſually did. In this 
letter alſo, be, in all the confidence of recollected . 
calmneſs, narrates his enjoyment of Divine wy | — 

port, and his hopes of future happineſs. : Wor .- 
can any perſon object to the ground of his Es as — 
here expreſſed, who is properly acquainted with 
the Oracles of Truth. But how muſt it add to 
| the aſtoniſhment, and alſo to the deep concern of 
ES the 


% 


TE | 


— —— 1 — = 2 = — - _ . . ＋ — — ——— ˖·— ˖ — = PL £2. >,” = 
(fo. — = NE = = — 2323 * IT — — 9 — — 8 © _ — . 
— 7 = 9 - — — = n 
— — — 2 2 D _— — — n — - 5 — _— _ 
i = | =_ \ l hn * 1 — 
r Lu = 6 SS. << — — 2 -- <—_—_ » vt . . 0 
> E* — — 4 
——— — —ü——w— — — = ' — . 
——UUüU —fö— — — —— —— — — 
3 Ny ies , 4 © 3 "IF | . 
8 F Y , - p - 8 | 2 
8 * Sr”. N * —— wil,» * 2 - | bs = 
7 : a 
> a _— — N 
2 % 1 * n a a 
» 4 8 g Ke | — 2 3 q E 2th — 
p * 
| . * 


— 2 * o : 5 
3— 
Mac 
8 r 
0 1 * 
- _ *. a 
— 
— —— þ * 
— ms 
a4 — — — pe — 
- 
4 
- 
=_ 
* 


tion from him. 
tended to divert his mind from the chief buſineſs 


tm 9 0 4 
the pious mind, to be informed, that during all 
this time, and while he thus wrote, he was aQ- 


ing a double part, and concealing the true motives 
of that conduct, which brought him to an untimely 
death! How affliting to hear an intelligent, and 
well-informed man concealing the truth ſo near 
his laſt moments ! Sonie who viſited him, thought 


| it a proper method to endeavour to fix conviction 


upon his mind, by inducing; him to write an AC- 


count of the motives that 3 him to ſuch a 


conduct. It was alſo wiſhed to obtain informa- 


Perhaps, however, this rather 


of a dying man; more eſpecially as his character 
gave good reaſon to ſuſpect, that he would labour 
to put the beſt appearance upon his paſt conduct. 

If, however, any material diſcovery was to be 
made, then the good of ſociety called for the uſe 
of his pen. 


tended unto. „What will not a man give in 


« exchange for his ſoul?ꝰ Were it not that it 


might offend, it might be alleged that this was 
one of the devices of Satan to retard the work 


of Grace in his ſoul, as * as 3 if he 
could not altogether. | 


Unto 


But if not, ſince the ſuperior good 2 
ought always to be preferred, then certainly the 
ſalvation of his foul ſhould have been chiefly at- 


r 
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Vnto them who were admitted to converſe | 
with him it was too evident, that, within a few | 
days of his death, he entertained the faint hope 
of a pardon, or of ſome mitigation of his puniſh- 
ment ; therefore, it is ealy to perceive how his 
mind would operate. It was evident, that except 
the firſt few days after his ſentence, he took ſmall 
delight in ſearching of the Scripteres. Satan 
directs his temptations againſt the word of God, 
well knowing its vaſt importance to ſalvation. 
Chriſt ſays unto all, © ſearch the Scriptures," for 
in them ye think, ye have eternal life, and they 
are they which teſtify of me. But Satan 
ſays read not the Bible, nor ſearch the Scriptures ; : 
| becauſe his chief aim is to deprive men of Eternal 
Life. After the hopes of pardon began to be 
greatly abated, and alſo when Downie was remov- 
ed from him, (which was done ſeveral days be- 
fore Watt's execution, ) it was expected that he 
would be more deeply concerned about ſalvation. 
But ah! nothing but the Almighty power of God 
can penetrate any heart! Still, indeed, he heard 
what was ſaid to him with attention, and expreſ- 
ſed himſelf in a manner, that, had he not been ſo 
notoriouſly criminal, and of ſuch a duplicity of 
character, would have afforded great ſatisfaction. 
There was in general, however, ſuch an indiffer. 
2nce about perſonal guilt, and ſo {mall ſorrow. for 


9 


K 2 a ä | he 


15 ITE or 

it, that was truly painful to the ſerious wind- to 
behold. | Nay even fo ſtrong was falſehood in 
his breaſt, that it fell both from his lips, and his : 
pen, within a day or two of his death. In his 
petition which he wrote for pardon, in in his letter 
to the Lord Advocate, and in two letters to an- 
other gentleman, he ſtrongly averred, that his ſole 


and principal obje& was to benefit Gvyeratoent, 
by giving information, 


| 

But his never ſeemivg to ſee the juſtice of his 
ſentence. in a proper light, nor to feel the crimi- 
nality of his conduct, is another evidence to thoſe 
formerly ſpecified, that he actually embraced the 
principles of the friends of the people. This is 

farther confirmed by this conſideration, that he 
does not appear to have ated candidly, nor to 
have given all the information to Government 
that he might. It was not to be ſuppoſed that, 
ſince he was the Head of the plan here, he 
could be ignorant of the Chieſs in London, Dut= 
lin, and particularly in the different places of 
Scotland : but, as far as yet known, he has not 
informed concerning theſe. Nay, may it not be 
added, that, enraged and inveterate againſt Govern- 
ment, and rooted in other principles, he remained 
determined not to ſerve his Country in the leaſt. 
Several days previous to his death, he was em- 


2 ployed 


'RORERT WATT. „„ 


ployed in writing what he called a narrative of 


facts. Should theſe appear, : the public will be 5 


at liberty to judge whether they are facts or not. 
When the contrary was plainly inſinuated unto 


himſelf, and he informed that all his attempts to 


impoſe upon the public mind would be in vain; 


| becauſe, from the full evidence laid alzeady before 


TY. + 


them, their minds were confirmed in their opinion 


of him, nor could even his aſſertions, though 


in that ſituation where truth might be expected, | 
alter their opinion,” unleſ; s he had ſtronger evi. 
dence to oppoſe; and when ſome parts of the 
evidence was conde ſcended upon, he could not in 


the leaſt enervate its force, but laboured by falſe af- 


ſertions 0 eſtabliſh the view Which þ he was s giving. py 


This has" PR —_ 1 A 0 "a | 
| that he faid, That if any change had taken place 


in his mind, at any time, reſpecting politics, he 


ſhould be ſure to mention it. O how deſtructive, 


once to adopt a falſe ſyſtem of condu& !—becauſe 


a thouſand attempts will be made to ſupport it, 


before the haughtineſs of the human mind will de- 
part from it. Nor is it intended from theſe re- 
marks, to lead the. public to form any unfavour- 


| able opinion reſpecting the inward ſtate of Watt's 


mind; but ſimply to narrate the opinion formed 


of him at that period, and the cauſes for forming 
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it. The Scripture ſpeaks of ſome being ſaved, 
yet ſo as by fire: And of ſome being pluckt as 
brands out of the fire. It is difficult to ſay how often 


and how long the leading and reigning principles 
of a depraved heart may ſhew themſelves in action, 


even in that heart which is renewed by the Divine 
Spirit. Grace can dwell beſide great corruption. 
Nor will depravity depart from the human heart, 
until the ſoul wing to the land of Glory. Cau- 


tious then, indeed, man ſhould be in forming his 


opinion concerning the Ahe ſtate of his fellow - 
creature. Fg 


During the laſt Sabbath of his life, he was keen- 


ly employed in the exerciſes of devotion ; and he 


himſelf ſaid that he had conſiderable j joy and com- 
fort. On Monday he was alſo compoſed; and 
expreſſed himſelf ſo to one who waited upon him, 


that he averred, That had he been dying a com- 
mon and ordinary death, his hopes would have 


been very great prog him, 


This day he wrote the following ſhort but ex- 


preflive anſwer to the letter ſent him by. 1 Con 


his friend in Edinburgh : 


My 


r 


ROBERT WATT. Bu 5 * 


Mv Dean sn, | Edi Caſte w Oar. 1794. 
I was favoured with your very ane in and | 
{ympathiſing letter. I expected to be able to 
write you at ſome length. But attention to a nar- 
rative of facts to be publiſhed after my deceaſe, 


deprives me of this opportunity: Accept of the 
following as a reply to your letter. 
* © You: who were ſometimes darkneſs are now 
light in the Lord. If any man fin, we have an 
Advocate with the Father, Jeſus Chriſt the righte- 
ous, and he is the propitiation for our ſins. He 
will not break the bruiſed reed, nor quench the N 
ſmoking flax.“ 

May we meet in the abodes of everiating 1 life, 
light, and j joy. Farewell. 


5 0 am, Dear Sir, FF. = 
Your Unfortunate Friend, and 1 — 
HAumble Servant, 
ROBERT WATT. 
The author of this letter muſt have been a de- 
ceiver indeed, if it does not expreſs hope con- 
cerning him. "Tas. + was the tay on which the 
RE report 
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| repott of the delay of Downie's execution keached 

| this place. This gave a deadly blow to Watt's 
hopes of pardon. When informed of this, and 
alſo that death was unavoidable, and Iikewiſe that 
his deftined place of execution was altered to 
the common place, he heard all without emotion, 
and replied, That he had never looked for any 
thing elſe but death, ſince his ſentence. 


He NY FERN to write on Tucitay with una - 
bated 9 and ſtren h of Gn 


Inſtead of N that Downie had been 
allowed to live behind him, he rejoiced at that 
circumſtance, becauſe that he had been the chief 
hand in leading him on in thoſe practices which 
brought him to his preſent ſituation. He conti- 
nued to write until between two and three in the 


. afternoon of the 14th, when his papers were re- 
moved to a n ; 


During © hole of the time after his ſentence 
he eat heartily. His keeper declares that he eat 
two rolls to breakfaſt every day, except the mor- 
ning of his execution ; and that he received for 
dinner what he choſe to call for, which was of the 
| | beſt, and in great variety. Unleſs when he order- 
ed 


ROBERT. WAT A. 1 1 
ed abou ke drank no ſpirits, but drank two bottles 5 


8 of 880 n 8 and * more. EN Oy 


When his papers were end he fat ning | 


and reading ſometimes until nigh his uſual time 


to fleep. Then he prayed about half an hour, 


and lay down to ſleep,” and ſlept very well until 


morning. When he awoke he was in a ſtate of 


inſenſibility, as it were, for ſeveral minutes. Nei- 
ther pain, nor thought, but ſomething fimilarto a va- 


cuity of mind prevailed. He was viſited early in the 


morning by one of the miniſters of the city. Being 
aſked by another who viſited him that morning, how 
he had felt during the night? His anſwer was, Pretty 


comfortable, but that he had experienced ſeveral 


ſevere ſtruggles. Being aſkedgrbether thoſe aroſe 
from the dread of death, or from what cauſe ? He 


replied, that, in moſt violent and inſtantaneous i 


manner, blaſphemous thoughts concerning Chriſt 
had been darted into his mind—impions thoughts 
of his not being God, and his inability to ſave. 
Theſe he prayed againſt, and ſtrongly laboured to 


repel; which he had eee to hog with 
8 e | 


Sate ſtrenuouſly labours to induce men to de- 
ny and diſbelieve Chriſt's ſupreme divinity; con- 
ſident that unleſs men both believe in this, and 


L > 1 8 reſt 
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reſt upon Him alone for ſalvation, as an Almighty 


Saviour, they muſt eternally periſh. 


Theſe blaſphemous thoughts produced Watt 


much anxiety and ſorrow on the morning of his 


955 Eg 


laſt day, Being aſked if any. part of his paſt con- 


duct now lay more particularly heavy upon his 


- conſcience ? He replied that there was not; but 


that he felt his mind wonderfully compoſed and 
ſerene. In the midſt of converſation he interrup- 
ted, requeſting to pray. In the time of prayer, 
he was much engaged, and deeply moved after it 


was done. Then, after a few minutes converſa- 


tion, be was requeſted to pray himſelf, which he 


did with great earneſtneſs and feryour ; bewail- 
ing his ſins in general, and the great vileneſs of 


his heart; and bleſfing God for what he had made 


known of His mercy and grace through Jeſus. In 
his meditations, he was that morning much em- 


ployed in contemplating the ſeverity of Jeſus? fut- 


ferings in the Garden and on the Croſs; and re- 


flecting that all the ſufferings to which any could 


be expoſed, were infinitely leſs than nothing, com- 


men. 


pared with thoſe of the Son of God in behalf of 


About ten o'clock his chains were knocked off. 


During the doing of this, he was quite recollected 


and 


have the chains of ſin and corruption broken in 
ſunder, by which ſatan holds them in his ſervice, 
That whom the ſon makes free, they are free in- 


this whine the n Was employed. | 
anc this he beg to pray, 4 ea for 
a long time in the moſt ſtrong and violent cries 


for mercy and ſalvation. O! what concern and 
 earneſineſs does the view of death, and a proper 
| defire after ſalvation give to the human mind! 
Then men pray in real earneſt, and languor and 
formality fly away. Since his time was ſo ſhort, 
and ſince prayer is the great mean by which God 
communicates ſalvation to men, he was earneſtly | 
entreated to ſpend the moſt of his few remaining 
moments in prayer. This advice appeared agree- 


able to his own ideas, therefore was complied 


ith; and ſeveral times he grayed durin YE 


N 3 this clergyman to attend him 
to che place of execution, along with Principal 
1 he conſented; and agreed to wait his 

. 1 85 L A. arrival 
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und a Nor ad 5 3 any 
1 extraordinary emotions of ſoul in the view of 
death. When this operation was finiſhed, it was 
remarked unto him, that bleſſed are they who 


deed. He replied, 'that he was juſt taking of f 
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place of execution. Then aſter prayer, he too 


leave off him; when another Miniſter came in, 


who waited with him until he with” > frat forth 
0 execution. 51 


— 


On the ſorenoon of this fatal day.. C—— 
his friend in Edinburgh, wrote the following an- 


| ſwer to Watt's letter of the I 3th Inſtant : : 


1 * 


My "9 SIR, 1171 ; 


Your few but moſt expreſſive lines, received 
yeſterday, came with all the force of the laſt teſti- 


mony of a dying man, and a man in whoſe death 
there is hope. 


1 congratulate you upon the evidence, I have 
juſt now heard, which you have given of your 
faith in the great Redeemer. I ſſlall not detain 
you, but commend you to God and the Word of 
his Grace, who alone can ſupport you in your laſt 


moments, and grant you an inheritance among 


them that are ſanctified. Farewell. 


I am Yours &c. 


EpinBurcn, . 


% i th 


The 


e 


arrival in the common priſon, as no converſation 
could be had with him when conveying to oP : 


"y 0 
Nh 


* 
* - 
X — . * 


8 appointed fatal hour drawing near, the Mi- 


- kiſters of Juſtice arrived at the caſtle. The 
oriminal was brought forth and placed upon the 

hurdle, which was painted black, and drawn by 
an old white horſe, He was drawn backwards, 


bound to the hurdle, and the executioner ſeated 
directly before him dreſſed in black, with the fatal 


axe in his hand. It is alſo reported, but it is 
not narrated as certain, that ſome of the horrible 
pikes, which procured Watt that ſeat, were placed 
at his feet in the bottom of the hurdle. In this fitu- 
ation, attended by the Sheriff. depute and the Sheriff. 


ſubſtitute, dreſſed in black, with white gloves, 
and white rods, the Conſtables, and two hun- 


dred of the Argyleſhire fencibles, walking the 
dead march, they proceeded from the Caſtle 
unto the limits of che city, where they were 
met by the two Junior Magiſtrates and the Re- 
verend Principal Baird, preceded by the City 
conſtables, the Town - officers and the City guard 
forming a hollow ſquare. Then the ſoldiers re- 
turned unto the Caſtle, and the reſt attended the 
criminal to the place of execution. The proceſ- 
ſion was awfully ſolemn, and ſtrongly impreſſive! 
In token of ſilent acquieſcence the croud opened 
of their own accord, to allow the proceſſion. to ; 
advance. It was ſingularly flow, and the ' moſt J 
profound filence reigned in the multitude. No- 


* 


. 5 thing 
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** fimilar to this was ſeen in Edinburgh for 
a long period, and may the Great Protector of 


— 


Britain grant chat the ike may never r be an to 


the lateſt 1880 


2 - 
4 


The ena! appearance oft the criminal wikis 
tened the terror, and the ſolemnity of the ſcene. 


He truly exhibited a picture of the moſt abje& 
dejection and wretchedneſs. Placed in a hurdle, 
in company with the hangman, holding the weapon 


which was to ſeparate his head from his body! 


Unpitied and unlamented by the multitude, un- 
leſs by that humane ſympathy, which the moit 
atrocious of criminals excite in the human mind; 


Perhaps there never was a man in a civilized 


country, that _— more an deteſted. | 


He was wrapt up in an old great coat; his 1 1 5 


nens exceedingly dirty ; a red night · cap on his 
head, with a round hat above it; his ſtockings 


coarſe, torn in ſeveral places, hanging looſe z his 
ſhoes old and dirty, and alſo looſe : Nay, his 


whole external appearance wreiched in the ex- 


To is ſaid, that the reaſon of his appearing in 
2 manner, was, that having aſſigned all his 
8 | | clothes 


ROBERT WATT. 


clothes and books over to another, that perſon 
would not permit him to put on any better 
| clothes; and even the hat that was on his head, 
this perſon received, along with Wa _ the | 


. time "we was hanging. 


Such was the caſe with that poor man, who, 


but a few months before, was looking cagerly for- 
ward to great affluence and honour ; nay, expe&t- _ 
ing ſoon to. give law to the King of n and 
to _ the en 5 


0 arely God aa the proud in the imagina- ; 


tions of their own hearts. The ſinner's hands 


make the very ſnares into which they are caught. 


Nor can it be paſſed over. in filence, that tho? 


it was once otherwiſe intended *, yet he was con- 


veyed down that very place which would have 
been the field of blood, had his plan been put in 


execution. Yes, in that very ſpot, he propoſed to 


incloſe the military, and to commence action. Oh! 
what would have been the ſituation of the inhabi- 


tants, and the dreadful effuſion of innocent blood! 


0 Edinburgh let not ingratitude to kind Heaven, | 
** ſuch a e e mark thy future 
| | | condut! | 


| * It was - to execute him on the c which N 
was departed from. | | | 
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conduct! The providential W of Watt, 


juſt when the plot was near ripe for execution, 


evidently ſhows that this deliverance was of God, 
and not of man. This is the doing of the Lord, 
and it ought to be © wondrous in our r eyes. 19 1 

But to return to our guilty criminal, ang. the 
the proceſſion along his intended field of innocent 
blood, his countenance was fixed, his head in- 


1 clining back, his eyes darting towards the heavens 


and the white of his eyes turned up; his body 


2 * 
523 


quits motionleſs, and he ſeemingly totally regard- 
leſs of the vaſt multitude that ſurrounded, and 
gazed upon him, Having to paſs through the 
priſon to the ſcaffold, which is upon the Weſl end | 
of it, and in the view af that ſtreet - where he in- 
tended to incloſe the military, the hurdle was 
drawn to the priſon door. There he was un- 
bound by the hangman, and conveyed into the 
Tolbooth, attended by che Sheriffs, Baillies, the 


Rev. Principal Baird, and the officers. He ſtop- 5 
ped in a room in the priſon, there the other mi- 


niſter whom he defired to attend him, Was wait- 
ing him. This was that very miniſter formerly 
mentioned, who felt ſo much of the direful effects 
of Watt's malice and cruelty, whom he now en- 
treated-to be with him in his laſt moments. Af. 
ter a few words paſſed, that miniſter aſked him 

how 
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b he had been compoſed during the time of 


coming down from the £altle ? He replied, that he 
had been calm. and, very comfortable, and he 
found himſelf happy i in the views of death. Be- | 
ing ſeated on a chair, and breathing for a moment, 
he "requeſted that he might be allowed to pray, 


before going out to the ſcaffold; which was cheer- 
ö fully. granted. Then he kneeled ; Principal Baird 
| Nanding on the right hand, and the other miniſter 


on the left, and in an ardent manner prayed. In 


his prayer he was perſeQly recollefeed, and ſur- 


priſingly ſenſible and accurate. It was in general 


terms, and abounded with the local phraſes of 
prayer, uſed among the pious in Edinburgh; tho? 


a ſingular ardour, and earneſtneſ s prevailed thro- 
the whole of it, yet there appeared a want of per- 


ſonal confeſſion; and particularly the guilt of the 


crime for which he ſuffered. , After prayer, he 


went forth to the awful place, of executjon, at- 
tended by theſe two Miniſters, and the Sherills, 
Bailies, and Officers. There, with bis face to the 


multitude, and Principal Baird ſtanding on his 
right hand, and the other miniſter on the leſt, both 
of them uncovered, Principal Baird read the fol- 
lowing part of the 2 — Pha, ſecond verſon, 
yer. 6. | | 


EET T“ 


90 OT. LIFE OF | 
Thy mercies, that moſt tender are, WE OG; 
Do thou, O Lord, remember. 
And loving kindneſſes: ſor they bo ed LO 
Have been of old reer. e 
Let not the errors of my young.” 
Nor fins rememb'red be: 
In mercy, for thy goodneſs ſake, 
O Lord, remember m. 
The Lord is good and graciqus, 
He upright is alſo ; 85 £ 
He therefore finners will . 
1 ways that they ſhould go. : 
The meek and lowly he will guide, 
1 judgment juſt alway : 
To meek and poor afflifted ones 
__ clearly teach his way. 
The whole paths of the Lord our God 
Are truth and mercy ſure, f 
To fuch as keep his covenant, 5 
And teſtimonies pure. 
Now for thine own name's fake, 0 Lord, 
1 humbly thee intreat 
To pardon mine iniquity: 
For it is very prone. 


In the finging of this very proper 5 3 
applicable Pſalm, Watt joined with ſteady devo- 
tion, but ſung with a low voice. 


Then. 
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Then Principal Baird prayed in a devout and 
e ene ſingularly adapted to the mourn- 
ful occaſion, and expreſſive of his cc one rn for the 
ſal vation of the unfortunat criminal His pray - 
er being ended, Watt having his Bible in his hand, 
deſired to read a portion of it. The Principal 
directed his attention to the 55th Chapter of 
Tfaiah ; but he turned from this, and; caſt his eyes 
upon the 53d; then he turned up the 14th chapter 
of John's Goſpel, which ie e and with- 


out Ms aloud ſo 85 to be heard... ig 
Dede de ne 1 the. Bible, 


hid was reading, his hands never gave a ſhake; 
and his coumpngUce's appeare erred 

© Aſtor ending hs e of db en be 
delivered his Bible to the miniſter ſtanding on his 
left hand, then joining bis hands together, he 
Neat ed wont aw minutes. bus Wen k. 
With best Cs: ws was much'tnare-perſo- 
nal in his conſeſfibns of ſin, than in his former 
prayer in the priſon, before he came out to che 
ſcaffold. He bitterly bewailed his ſins, and en- 
treated, that, when be cloſed his eyrs upon the 
n ſcene, he ſs EY mo in aeg, amid 


reren: 
angels and faints, that ſtand before the Throne of 


Glory. Having finiſhed, prayer, being informed 


he affectionately embraced him, and, turning to 


recommending him to the Lord, berh run from 


|, - - the wie of hat Was to ieee ret 
5 within the Re: at, * oi bene N. steil 
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Then Wuttalbended the! 2 by three 


pack and was no ſooner up; chan he requeſied 
the Sheriff to allow him to come down again to 


pray; Which wag readily. granted; and he Rneeled 


and peyed about ten minutes. in great garneſineſs 
of ſoul. When he aſcended che platform. pile: 


cond time, his countenance was more animated, 


and he conyerſed with the executioner with much 


1 compoſure. Aſter the rope Was 'placed-aromd = 
= his neck, he ſtood with great calmneſs, and; pray - 
ed: about ten minutes, when he dropped a white 
huandkerchlef, as che fignab to the executioner- A 


. I g | . 1 minute or two more Was, given him, then the plat, 


ſorm dropped! Upon its fall, little agitation was 


perceivable amonglt the ſpectators. The Sheriffs 
8 into the priſon during the-timg 
15 . ap ved = t fol oo biet: 
. ; 5 HORS Ir 36 
- The Xs: {ns WAS allowed to hang hae about 35 
minutes 


| Ls Sed: * 
rattates indie Wal Wi pletely lifeleſs 

wave? db it piled Up OLE yy deg 
a piece of wood prepiited for the head atidthaul. 


ders. "Then the erecutidlter came forward with 


a large axe i His band, which he held 'up to le 


croud before "giving the” blow. © THis Are = 
which thay wers totally unecuſtotned, produt 
an inſtantauebus ſhock ; aud whe it Well 
fuck a general ery AA Heut cf 50, ort WH 5 
as made "the executicner” delay hid blow; While 
numbers ruſhed off in all direQorig; to ele = 


ſhocking ſight 1- "The" executivner chen, With tw 
ſtrokes, ſevered his head from MEH eb . 


being received in a baſket, was by the execution- 
er held up to the ſpectators, ſaying, This is the head 
of @ traitor The remains were then put into a 
coffin, and interred that evenin I in the pot. 
: TP pe” of SS,” UE PLE 


Such was the ef Rt 1 1 2 


end of all his much deſired affluence. and power. 
May Almighty God grant that he may be the 
laſt who ſhall terminate his life ſor ſuch a crime 
in this Kingdom. May this nationa al example have - 


its deſired effect upon all who beheld it, and all 
who may hear thereof. May gratitude to Heav. 
en 855 ſ _ a eng deliverance circulate. . 
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A the various orders of ſociety. in Britain; 
ſpeedily expreſſed in the purity of their 
me May the external bleſſings we have 
long enjoyed be tranſmitted unimpaired unto fu- 
ture generations. May our gracious Sovereign, 
lang reign over a free and a happy people. May 
our, ulers prove a terror to evil · doers, and a praiſe 
o them who do well. May May Wer ſpeedily ter- 


N 210 and the 2 of Europe be again 
merce again Kane. And 


. 


n underſtood 4. profiled; 1 and all ini. 
as aſnamed hide its bead. e e 
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Ah! kitle think Ins gay Kcentions proad, 
| Wham pleaſure; pow'r, and affluence furround ; 
They, who their thoughtleſs hours in giddy min, 


And wanton, often cruel, riot wafte 


Ah! little think they, while they dance along, . 


How many feel this very moment, Death; 1 2 
And all the fad variety of pain; K 


How many. fink in ae 7 6 a 
Or more devouring flame. How many bleed, 1 nw 
By thameful variance betrixt man and man. ' Tron, _ 


_"Pno? great thy crime, th tho” human laws refuſe 
Jo grant thee mercy, yet the gentle Muſe I 
Een over thee may drop a pitying tear, | i a 
To 25 thy ſhade and grace * mournful bier. = Z 5 | f 
Toy 
* The Editar ſabjo ins theſe ee ee 3 
lume of IDE Poems, lately publiſhed by William Far- 


quhar, and dedicated, by en, o The Right Honorable 
Sir Fares Stirli , Baronet Lo rd Provoſt and Lord Lieuten- . Y 
ant of the City Edinburgh 2251 Colonel of The Edinburgh _ 3 
Volunteers; dad te The ers and Gentlemen, whoggm- 
poſe That Honorable and Patriotic Band. Theſe Poems = 
are alſo' to be had at the Shop of A. Shirrefs, price T 


i — 
* 


thillings and Gxpence, in Boards, or three ſhillings and fix- 7 þ 
pence, neatly Bound,—Such Gentlemen, therefore, of that 3 
relpeQable Corps, or others, who may have any intention to | wo 


patronize faid Performance, and may not as yet have a == 
that ee, ars requeſted to apply as above. MA 


* 


„ 1 W SB 


= VERSES, 4 

Thy guilt he hate; yet till thy fate deplores, 
And hopes thou' it mercy find on happier ſhores. 
Sure no State Zealot will accuſe her lays, n 
Which to humanity alone ſhe pays: . 
She grieves ſor guilt, for virtue's cauſe ſhe mourns, 
No party-rage in her calm, boſom burns; 
Alike connected with the human race, 
Sbe feels their woes, and pities their diſgrace. | 
4 Unhappy Britain! why ſbould, factious rage i 2 
Thy ſons miſlead, or in wild plans engage? = 
Ah ! why ſhould Diſcord, under Freedom I guiſe - —- 
Lead men each ſocial Virtue to deſpiſe; 
Lead them, like beaſts, by pow'r alone to be 
While ſubjects, not by love, but fear, obey! _ 
How diff rent this from Britain's happy laws, 
Which want no advocate to plead their cauſe ; . . 
Which virtue guard, nay, eben their pow'r extend. 
To crimes, and even criminals defend :— 
Till guilty found, the fared head o 'erſhade, 
Nor without evidence will doom hin dead. 
Which e'en a Monarch's vices can command, 
And from deſtructive plans withhold his hand. 
= Can this be bondage ? Where e'en Kings obey, 
Y And Law alone bears univerſal ſway. (ſpiſe? 
| 1 And are there found who can theſe laws de- 
= Unbounded licence who above them prize? 
| | . Let ſuch to Gallia's Plains their views direct, 
3 Ae ſee their ue, who ſuch mild laws reject; . 
| 


I wy 
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3 de how her Cities, drench'd 1 in floods of gore, __ 
Miſtaken Freedom's furious rage deplore; 85 4 

See, mild Religion with a figh retires, 
And with her flies each Virtue, or expires; | 
See licenc'd Murder Freedom's name profanie, 
And boldly uſe his dagger, ax, or chain; | _ 
While *neath his feet the regal ſceptre bows, — 
The crown inveſts his blood. beſtained brows. by 


; When ſuch the ſcene! can any human mind 
4 For crimes like theſe a fate too odious find? . 
vl Such crimes as theſe, unhappy man ! were thine; : 
Such were thy plans, and ſuch thy dire deſign ! 
But Britain's happier Genius wards the blow, 
And juſlly lays the proud.oppreſſor low. w. 
May then thy fate an awful fear impart, 
| To each diſloyal and diſhoneſt heart, | FY 
That thoſe who ſcorn the nobler band of Love, A 4 | 
May, by the meaner motive, Fear, improve. 1 4 
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